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Campus Diary 


Dating Rant 

What is the dating scene on campus? Non-existent. Then 
what are our choices? Nights of "random, drug-induced passion" 
occur all the damn time—you’re probably fornicating now. We 
ARE good in a one-time, kamikaze I’ve-only-got-15-minutes- 
before-I-pass-out encounter, but that’s all. Or there are those 
abnormal fiber couples, who are on their way to selecting the per¬ 
fect comforter to match their pillow shams. Seriously, that’s just 
scary. 

For those who are neither extreme, there has to be a third 
option! In the "real world," dating occurs when Stranger A 
meets Stranger B and feels a potential stir in Groin A. Strangers 
A and B become acquaintances, perhaps friends, and eventually 
bedmates. Here’s the amazing part to this equation: Strangers A 
and B DO NOT have to be socially connected; hence, they are 


About Hermes 


For over 25 years, Hermes has been starting trouble at 
Wesleyan. It was founded in 1975 by a group of student activists 
disgrunded with (among other things), Wesleyan's school news¬ 
paper, the Argus. In Greek mythology, it was Hermes, God of 
Mischief, who slew the hundred-eyed Argus. Hermes bore the 
ditinction of being New England's longest-running progressive 
student publication until it stopped production for the '91-'92 
academic year. Subsequendy revived as monthly journal, Hermes 
isn't an Argus rival anymore—now we try to provide a uniquely 
political, critical, and creative approach issues on and off-cam¬ 
pus. 

We produce seven or eight issues per academic year, publish¬ 
ing material with a decidedly leftish slant. Anythings's fair game; 
we publish investigative pieces, report on causes and issues that 
don't make it into the mainstream press, and serve as a forum for 
progressive and radical thought on campus. We aim to raise 
awareness, spark debate, politicize University life, and energize 
the student body. 

Anyone is welcome to join. We are organized as a non-heirar- 
chical collective and hold informal meetings every Wednesday at 
10:00 PM upstairs in the WSA building (190 High St.). In addi¬ 
tion to writers, we need people willing to proofread, edit, take 
photographs, and help with layout. We have no permanent 
positions and nobody is in charge; decisions are made by the 
entire staff. You can get in touch with us (860) 685-2426, email 
us at hermes@mail.wesleyan.edu, or check out our web page at 
http://www.wesleyan.edu/hermes. And if you don t like what 
you read here, join us and write your own articles. 


STRANGERS. Repeat after the type: It is O.K. to date outside 
of your circle of friends! Really! 

Now go ahead and whine: "But I feel comfortable with my 
friends! That’s why they’re my friends!" [bottom lip quivers] 

And at one point you were all strangers! Remember freshman 
year, when you were eating bacon in MoCon and that dude- 
with-the-hair-thing sat down and introduced himself? That’s 
called meeting new people, and it happens quite frequently. But 
once you have friends, don’t fall into the habit of shutting out the 
rest of campus; some of them might be worth your time. 
Swallow your complexes and talk to someone new. What’s the 
worst thing that could happen? You’ll make a new friend or have 
someone new to dislike—and everyone needs enemies. 

Kristin Heise 
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1 Annoying theory words that no one has ever 
seen in Spivak's article : Can the Subaltern 
Speak?' 
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Dear Hermes, 

Recently, during a brief convention with 
my friends and comrades, the subject of 
popular music arose, and they unanimously 
agreed that the Beatles were the best band 
before the 1980's reared its ugly head. I, 
however, was singularly defiant and sug¬ 
gested that the Beach Boys were a better 
musical entity. After a brief period of 
risible mockery, they asked me to provide 
veritable evidence to support my vulnerable 
claim. At the time, my mind drew a blank, 
returning sporadically to the incendiary 
guitar riff opening to Fun Fun Fun. Days 
later, which I spent pondering any tenable 
reason as to why the Beach Boys were better 
than the Beatles, I came up with a rather 
good one, and would like to utilize the 
Hermes as a forum for clarification of this 
polemic. 

The main reason why the Beach Boys are a 
superior band lies within Dennis Wilson, 
the dexterous drummer and sex symbol of the 
group. Dennis Wilson can single-handedly 
whoop Ringo Starr's mediocre ass back to 
remedial drumming class. From archival pic¬ 
tures I've seen of Dennis Wilson, his mus 
cular and mercurial forearms embody the 
quintessential strength that drummers 
accrue from repeated and rhythmic attacks 
on the drum set. Ringo Starr, on the other 
hand, looks like a scrawny and unsuccessful 
insurance salesman with atrophied arms. The 
only reason why Ringo landed a spot with 


the Beatles, I suspect, is either because 
of an unfavorable labor shortage at the 
time, or that Ringo manufactured recre¬ 
ational pharmaceutics in his basement. In 
an arm-to-arm fight, Dennis Wilson would 
prevail and lambaste the denigrated Ringo 
Starr with a spate of shining, extraterres¬ 
trial masculinity. Ringo would have to 
shield his eyes with his nose to protect 
his myopic vision. Even with his hands tied 
behind his back, Dennis Wilson could proba¬ 
bly still out-drum Ringo by kicking the 
shit out of those drums. 

The only reason why this scenario has 
not occurred in real life is due to the 
fact that Dennis Wilson drowned in a boat 
ing accident back in 1983. This would also 
explain why the reprobate Ringo Starr is 
still alive today. However, I still believe 
that even after decomposing for nearly two 
decades, Dennis Wilson can still open a can 
of whoopass and kick the internal organs 
out of Ringo Starr's pansy-assed mortal 
coil, not only in the drumming arena, but 
also in combat, and not to mention, Greco- 
Roman wrestling. However Ringo is still 
too pusillanimous to ever face this chal¬ 
lenge and redeem his manliness. That, my 
friends, is why the Beach Boys are and will 
forever be, the bestest band in this whole 
world. 

Sincerely, 

Curtis Yee 1 03 
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By Valentina DiPippo 


The September 2, 2002 column of ’The Talk of the Town," 
by Rebecca Mead in the New Yorker discusses the recent change 
to the New York Times’ Sunday Weddings pages. They are now 
to become the Weddings/Celebration pages and celebrate unions 
of happy homos as well as smiling straights. This is a pretty big 
step in the legitimization of queer relationships (using queer here 
as an umbrella term rather than as an overtly political term. 
Frankly, I’d be really surprised if the Times was going out of its 
way to chronicle the relationships of politically queer queers, but 
that’s another train of thought entirely, I digress). And therein 
lies the problem: Rebecca Mead is completely missing the point! 
Sure legitimacy is nice, but it certainly won’t keep you warm 
when you’ve been kicked out of your apartment because your 
lover of 15 years died and the lease 
wasn’t in your name. 

Rebecca Mead starts by dis¬ 
cussing the history of the Weddings 
pages in the Times: once a celebra¬ 
tion of the melding of dynasties, 
they have since evolved to look at 
people who are not of the, as she 
terms it, "WASP aristocracy." 

Apparently marriage is no longer "a 
pragmatic contractual arrangement 
sanctioned by a larger community." 

So we’ve moved away from the aris¬ 
tocracy, which means we’re moving 
away from the idea that marriage is 
merely the combination of two 
powerful families into one. It’s not about your folks, or your 
future offspring, or socially sanctioned cohabitation, just about 
love. You and the person you love. So these announcements are 
supposed to be "courtship narratives in miniature, each, like a 
Jane Austen novel, ending at the moment when married life 
begins." Now, I’m no major fan of Jane Austen (her apparent 
brilliance is still something that eludes me), but I’m also not will¬ 
ing to write her off as the writer of simplistic love stories. Her 
characters struggle mightily, as they shuffle through the baggage 
of their society, with heavy emphasis on economics and social 
class. It wasn’t all sweetness and light in the time of Jane Austen, 
and it isn’t now either. 

Presently, marriage still conveys a whole host of benefits on its 
participants. It provides economic relief (in the form of tax 
breaks), confers certain types of parental rights, and provides the 
basis for inheritance law, not to mention the way that marriage 
socially sanctions sex between its participants. This current state 
of marriage delegitimizes all sorts of sexual relationships, from 
two committed homos to a squadron of polyamorous swingers to 
single people of all kinds who enjoy participating in all sorts of 
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non-monogamous, non-committed sex. Though the govern¬ 
ment’s allowance of the current form of gay ‘marriage’: commit¬ 
ment ceremonies and civil unions in Vermont (I bet you were 
wondering how long it would take me to say something about 
Vermont), legitimize a relationship in some respects, they totally 
fail to provide the aforementioned benefits. These laws can con¬ 
fer on two people of the same biological sex a social sanction to 
do what they want in their bedroom. It’s the kind of stuff that 
freaks out the religious right. And I’m with them on this one, not 
that I’m freaked out by the prospect of homos getting it on, but 
because I don’t think they’re getting anything out of it other than 
guilt-free sex (if anyone really has guilt free sex). Although I 
think it would be fun to commit myself to one person for the rest 
of my life, I don’t necessarily think 
that the current situation is the time 
or place to do it. However, if I’m 
going to commit, then damnit I 
want some rights to come along 
with it. I don’t need to be told that 
it is simply ok for me to have sex 
with my female lover or "wife," as 
she would be. I would know all the 
while that I would have problems 
covering her with my healthcare, 
passing on my pension benefits, or 
the other host of things married 
heterosexuals get to have along with 
their nice ceremony and beautiful 
announcement in the Times. 

So this brings us back to the issue at hand, the Times, every¬ 
one’s favorite newspaper will be running quaint little human- 
interest stories about homo unions. And as Rebecca Mead 
explains to us, "The Times same-sex wedding announcements 
will be the supreme expression of the contemporary ideal of mar¬ 
riage as a grand, individualistic romance detached from society’s 
strictures—the ideal to which contemporary Americans are wed¬ 
ded, for better or worse." Whew, now isn’t that interesting, since 
homos can’t have the benefits of straight marriage, they should 
be simply content to get by with their socially sanctioned love. 
Aren’t they great those sweet homos who want nothing else than 
to let the world know that they want to love each other monoga- 
mously forever? We should celebrate that. Every time the Times 
runs one of these announcements, we should think about how 
we’re only looking for a loving partnership without any benefits. 
We definitely don’t want to be involved with society’s "strictures" 
and of course since our parents, relatives, and friends never ever 
have any problem with the idea of us going home and having sex, 
we’re not. No way. They just want to love each other, and the 
Times wants to let everyone know about that loving. What could 
be nicer? 0 
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So the new academic year is upon us, 
like a Mack truck bound for Mobile, while 
we, the groggy opposa, trot out onto the 
asphalt to meet our fate. But I’m not sorry 
for you - not one bit. You’re going to a 
premiere Liberal Arts institution, under 
the cover of three-to-five years of som- 
nambulant studies and reckless debauch¬ 
ing. So to you I say, quit your bitching and 
do what you’ve got to do. 

But maybe you’ve never tasted this par¬ 
ticular coktail of sophistry, sin, and general 
tomfoolery. Perhaps you don’t think you’re 


pus-wide dearth of booty. 

Movies at Destinta are expensive. If 
you must sample the latest in Hollywood 
dross, go on Tuesdays when the tickets are 
cheap. Otherwise, get a ticket beforehand 
at the box office in the Campus Center; 
they're cheaper there than at the theatre. 
Should you forget any of this, all is not 
lost, your WesID (see "wes-" below) gets 
you a buck off regular admission (It’s like 
you save money by being at 
Wesleyan). 


ready, you don’t know what 
you’re getting into, or you’re ^rr f I 9 Af) ( 

just plain confused. You may H « * C / y iTa O ) “ 

not admit it, but when you re ( L.O ->* vv 

cracking wise with some guy T7j A OC/| .^ 

who says he’s from New Jersey, / vtTLO I T*£|-|* c _ 

and trading glances with some hot- r 

tie sporting a Free Tibet button, t 
there’s still a rumbling in your stom¬ 
ach that is bigger than your MoCon * 
breakfast. What you 
need are some fA'T 
answers, and you’ve ** pr\ 
come to the right r» 
place. Here it is- for 
the uninitiated, a guide 
to Wesleyan, in one ^ 
man’s opinion. / c 

Based on anec¬ 
dotal evidence and 
personal experience, don’t 
expect to get ass unless 
you’re a butch young lady 
looking for the same in a 
partner. For further informa¬ 
tion, see the entry for Rugby. (Now, 
it should here be noted that this only pre- 
tains to consensual sex. If you like it oth¬ 
erwise, see the entry for Frats) 

Now, the quickest way to get someone 
to agree with you on campus is to sidestep 
such hot button issues as Israel/Palestine 
and ask why it’s so hard to get laid. Nine 
times out of ten you will get a chorus of 
assent. Try it. I can’t explain it, I just 
observe. The outbursts of discussion over 
said issue can be seen both as symptom 
and explanation of the permanent, cam- 



The Alcohol Policy is labyrinthine but 
lenient. Don't let it catch you off guard. 
Drink alone, with the door closed. Or 
offer a beer to Public Safety. 

Your social universe will shift mightily 
throughout the first month. Be prepared. 

*(Note on making acquaintances: 
Though not everyone here is a social 
reject, one assumes that, as you spent so 
much of your time in high school bloating 
your resume with extra-curriculars and 


polishing off your 4.0, your social skills 
may be lacking. Try this simple method: 
FIRST, extend your hand in a show of 
salutation and friendship. THEN, tell the 
person whose hand you are now clutching 
YOUR NAME and WHERE YOU 
ARE FROM. This never fails.) 

Some people have no idea where 
Westchester County is, have never been to 
Long Island, and wouldn’t know Brooklyn 
from Bel-Air. Give them a chance. They'll 
learn. 

You will either love or hate your 
roommate. Decide now. 
The decision may not be 
mutual. 

Simple domestic 
appliances will help you 
greatly. Dorm cook¬ 
ing/eating is essential, 
and a can opener is a 
worthwhile investment. 

Don’t be caught off 
guard by the fire codes. They 
check quite infrequendy, but it’s a 
big ass fine if you’re caught. 

Don't erase chalkings. EVER. 
Even if you don't like them. 

Make fun of President 
Bennet regularly. He likes it. 

Though we appreciate diver¬ 
sity, if you hold any vaguely 
conservative views, strongly con¬ 
sider changing them or leave 

Don’t make fun of The Argus unless 
you’ve written for them. Some people put 
a lot of effort into making it look how it 
does. Just imagine how bad it could look. 

Freshman girls: Excepting a drink from 
a DKE brother IS considered an unspo¬ 
ken, legally binding agreement for sex. 
Don’t flout this tradition. 

If you want sex that does not involve 
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drunken frat boys, you might just be 
at the wrong school. 

If you like Reggae, listening to WESU 
(88.1FM) Fri.-Sun. is a good idea. 
Otherwise, listen on the weekdays. Call in 
at 3 AM. There’s actually someone there. 


The Tunnels: Found underneath vari¬ 
ous Residence Halls, these are the musty, 
graffitti-ridden, disused subterranean pas¬ 
sageways that are more fun for random 
exploring than they are useful (Except in 
the Butts, where they 
are a v i ta l 



Vocabulary: ^ £ £ R, 1 

S e x i 1 e : 

When your 
roommate is 
gettin' some 
and you have 
to find some¬ 
place else to hang 
for the night (or 
the next 5 minutes). 

Make a back-up 
plan beforehand. 

Wes-: The prefix that goes 
before EVERYTHING in 
Wesleyana: WeShop, WeSpeak, WesID, 
etc. For example: 

WeSpeak: When you feel the need to 
whine so that everyone on campus gets to 
hear, this is the only way. You will find 
this is the only section of the Argus that is 
read regularly. 

Clarkie: Unfortunately, this doesn’t 
quite mean what it used to. Now that these 
once cramped halls have switched from 
Alcatraz-chic to Marriot-clone, people 
actually have good things to say about it. 
As evidenced by the banner proclaiming it 
"The New Clark," the administration and 
its minions would be happier if the old 
image, (that of Wesleyan’s menagerie of 
jocks and hard-core partiers) were sum¬ 
marily forgotten. To you, frosh, I say: 
Keep the dream alive! 


laundry). Beware: Doors are 
often mysteriously locked/ 
unlocked/ relocked for no 
apparent reason. The moaning 
you hear is the Song of the 
Damned 


Eclectic: Don’t fuck with them. Go to 
their parties, but don’t fuck with them. 

North College: Not to be confused with 
South College, where the bells are ringing 
and our man Dougie B makes a point of 
ignoring you. No, North College is the 
place where Wesleyan keeps all its red 
tape. The daily special is sitting and wait¬ 
ing, whether you’re trying to get a signa¬ 
ture from your dean, or protesting . . . 
whatever. 

MoCon: Much like Clark Hall, men¬ 
tioned above, this particular tradition of 
institutional hazing known as the fresh¬ 
man meal plan has also undergone a face¬ 
lift. I’m still skeptical of something that 
comes out and calls itself "Real Food," but 
it’s your call. I’m sure you’re already better 
acquainted with it than I am. This 
notwithstanding, another old tradition 
remains. 


the plates, bowls, cups and silverware to be 
yours for the taking, should you need them 
for your own personal use. Ditto for any 
food you can smuggle away. This makes 
that meal plan an even better value. 

Rugby: Are you a tough young woman? 
Do you like to drink heavily and with reg¬ 
ularity? If so, then you should go out for 
rugby. Yeah, there’s a guy’s rugby team, 
but, then, there’s also a football team, and 
you don’t hear about them either (except, 
of course, when it comes around time for 
Homecoming, that one time of the year 
when we pretend to be a normal school.) 

PCU: rent the film; it will give you 
some context. Yes, it was made by Wes 
grads and based on our school. Though a 
little exaggerated, it’s still that much fun¬ 
nier if you know Wes. You may find some 
of the earlier scenes strikingly familiar. 

Frats: Vibrant nexus of social life or 
dying breed? There are many who believe 
that it’s only a matter of time before frater¬ 
nities are just a dirty rumor on campus. A 
tightening of campus alcohol restrictions 
over the past few years has toned down 
their role as beer-provider at-large, but 
what where would we be without the 
perennial ritual of hazing? I guess there’s 
always varsity sports. The pros and cons 
are yours to weigh. Find out for yourself, 
and hell, you might even want to join one. 
And girls - date-rape isn’t the only way 
you can participate in Greek life here on 
campus. Both Alpha Delt and Ecclectic 
are fraternity-like organizations that take 
on men, women, and those beyond the 
gender binary. However, if you’re interest¬ 
ed, inspect the options closely. These latter 
two don’t mix too well, and chances are 
you’d belong in one or the other, not both. 

Good luck, and best wishes to all you 
youngsters out there. I’ll leave you with 
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By Mathieu Desan 

Every year, thousands of tourists visit 
our nation’s capitol. They go there to 
marvel at the various monuments that 
symbolize our country’s supposed com¬ 
mitment to worldwide democracy. They 
visit the White House and Congress 
expecting to witness democracy in 
action, the great institutions of freedom 
working for the people. Yet what do they 
really see when they visit these monu¬ 
ments? Exactly that: monuments. Static 
statues of nonexistent ideals now pass for 
a working democracy. We are left to 
gawk at flags and statues, while multi¬ 
national corporations enjoy the benefits 
of Washington policy. A new economic 
order is being created behind the white 
fa 9 ade of the capitol, one where corpora¬ 
tions not only transcend national bor¬ 
ders, but one where they also transcend 
democracy. But 
on September 
29th, tens of 
thousands of peo¬ 
ple will converge 
in Washington, 
not as tourists, 
but to protest the 
process of corpo¬ 
rate globalization 
and create a real, 
living democracy; 
one which puts 
the interests of 
the people in 
front of the inter¬ 
ests of corporations. 

We will be protesting the annual 
meeting of the International Monetary 
Fund and the World Bank. Both of 
these institutions help perpetuate pover¬ 
ty throughout the developing world. But 
to keep the debate focused only on the 
IMF/WB would be shortsighted. Those 
of us going to Washington will not be 
there only to protest the IMF/WB, 
rather, our objection lies with the entire 


phenomenon of corporate globalization 
and the subsequent erosion of democra¬ 
cy. 

Skeptics might question the usefulness 
of mass mobilizations such as those seen 
in Seattle and Genoa. Many see these 
protests as pointless and counterproduc¬ 
tive. However, before Seattle, the issues 
at stake in the debate on corporate glob¬ 
alization were rarely, if ever, discussed. 
With the recent surge in activism and 
mass demonstrations throughout the 
world, globalization has worked its way 
into the public consciousness. Reforms 
made in recent years have not been 
handed down by generous benefactors, 
rather, they have been fought for and 
won by the blood and sweat of those in 
the front lines of the struggle. 

Unfortunately, the media coverage has 
not always been favorable, especially in 
the United States; 
and the few 
reforms made do 
not go nearly far 
enough to truly 
address and solve 
the problems. 
And many of the 
protesters’ 
demands and 
voices have conse¬ 
quently been 
ignored or 

skewed. That is 
why the 

September 29th 
mobilization is especially important. For 
all the previous protests have done to get 
the issues at stake into the public eye, 
there is still much more to be done. 

History is rich with examples of 
meaningful changes being won by mass 
civil disobedience campaigns such as the 
ones we are now witnessing. One thing 
that they all have in common is that they 
raised the social costs of what they were 
rallying against, and thus forced the 


reigning powers to bow down to popular 
pressure. This notion was especially 
prevalent during the anti-war movement 
in the 60s and 70s. To be successful, the 
anti-globalization movement (otherwise 
known as the alternative globalization or 
anti-corporate globalization movements) 
must also raise the social costs. In other 
words, we need to get out on the streets 
and let it be known that policies that 
hurt the poor and the environment will 
not go unchallenged. We must transform 
the social and political landscape so that 
it no longer becomes socially, politically, 
and economically profitable for those in 
power to continue their current destruc¬ 
tive policies. 

So what can we do to create a climate 
of resistance from which a lasting and 
meaningful change will hopefully come? 
For starters, by keeping the pressure on 
the corporate elites by showing them our 
discontent and by making this a truly 
mass mobilization, we can expect to fos¬ 
ter an environment in which the multi¬ 
nationals are finally held accountable to 
the people. But more specifically, what 
can Wesleyan students do? For the 2000 
IMF/WB meeting, Wesleyan sent a 
group of about 150 student activists to 
the April 16th demonstrations. The 
incredible turn out was not surprising, 
due to the Wesleyan student body’s tra¬ 
dition of choosing activism over apathy. 
However, while students had an entire 
semester to organize for last year’s mobi¬ 
lization, this time around, there is far 
less time to prepare. Yet, in many ways, 
this action is more important than the 
al6 protest. The movement is at a criti¬ 
cal moment. Its intensity has no doubt 
increased in Genoa, where rampant 
police brutality and the death of Carlo 
Giuliani dominated the headlines of the 
international press, and the massive 
crowds (upwards of 75,000) who turned 
out for last springs April 20th peace 
action further pushed the envelope. 


A new economic order is 
being created behind the 
white facade of the capitol, 
one where corporations not 
only transcend democracy. 

But on September 29th, 
tens of thousands of people 
will converge in Washington 
to protest the process of 
corporate globalization. 
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With the situation rapidly 
intensifying, it becomes 
even more important that 
we show our resolve and 
make our voices heard loud¬ 
er and clearer than before. 

The corporate elite of the 
world has launched a world¬ 
wide media campaign to 
marginalize the movement. 
Every time the protesters are 
portrayed as "hooligans", we 
take a step back. Every time 
Bush Jr. claims that his poli¬ 
cies are helping the poor, we 
take a step back. A public 
relations battle is being 
waged, and since the people 
do not have access to the 
corporate media outlets that 
dominate our society, our 
only venue becomes the 
streets. Remember though, 
DC is only part of the battle. 
While Carlo Giuliani's 
death lead to headlines 
worldwide and became in 
the eyes of the media the 
cause's first martyr, protests 
in poorer countries and cor¬ 
porate globalization itself 
have already left scores of 
people dead. It is clear that 
in this struggle lives are at 
stake. Let us remember that 
with us in the streets of DC 
are the spirits of countless 
others who could not make 
it. We are not only fighting 
for ourselves, but for every¬ 
one who has been shut out 
of the democratic process 
throughout the world. 
Whether it be the calculated 
marches of the unions, or 
the raw, visceral anger of 
Anarchist youth, the mes¬ 
sage of the protesters is the 
same: we will not let corpo¬ 
rations hijack our livelihoods 
and turn democracy into a 
series of static, lifeless stat¬ 
ues. Will you be there to 
join us in our struggle? @ 
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In deciding to come to Wesleyan, you 
may believe you have accepted a sacred 
commitment to uphold the reputation of 
this student body for wild and woolly 
activism. Over the years, Wesleyan students 
have marched on Washington, occupied 
buildings in solidarity with Malcolm X, got¬ 
ten arrested resisting the draft, and won a 
string of victories on campus issues, from 
saving need-blind admissions to attaining 
domestic partner benefits for queer employ¬ 
ees. 

It’s up to each new class of students to 
take stock of past activism, decide where its 
own commitments and interests lie, and 
then pursue whatever course of action seems 
appropriate. This may be anything from 
forming a group to staging a speakout to 
occupying North College. 


GETTING ORGANIZED 

To begin, focus on what exactly you want 
to do, and whether any relevant organiza¬ 
tions already exist in the area. There are an 
amazing number of student groups, many of 
which are so low key you wouldn’t know 
they existed until you minted them down. 
Many organizations are defunct, meaning 
that people have temporarily lost interest in 
them, or the main organizers graduated or 
left. Restarting an organization that used to 
exist a couple of years ago is usually easier 
than starting a whole new organization. 

To receive money, student groups must 
be recognized by the Wesleyan student 
Assembly (WSA). Specifically, the 
Community Outreach Committee (COCo) 
of the WSA decides whether a group will be 
given official recognition, and the Student 
Budget Committee (SBC) decides how 
much money it gets. Don’t expect heavy 
funding, especially if you are just starting 
out. But the SBC will usually confer "offi¬ 
cial" status on a group if you ask. This will 
allow you to use campus facilities and have 
access to free photocopying at the WSA 
office for postering, etc. You can apply for 
recognition and/or money at any time dur¬ 
ing the year, although most money is allo¬ 
cated at the beginning of the first semester. 

You don’t need to be recognized by the 
SBC to be a student group, and there are 
important reasons-such as doing illegal 
actions- you may not want to be. But for 
long-term established groups like USLAC, 
it definitely helps. 

MEETING WITH 
ADMINISTRATORS 

If you are working on a campus issue, 
chances are you will want to meet with 
someone "in charge." Almost anyone on 


campus, interestingly, will meet with you if 
you pursue them doggedly enough. 
Meetings of this kind are productive only 
when you come to them with an already fair 
amount of information on the proposed 
topic, a sense of what you want to accom¬ 
plish from the meeting, and specific infor¬ 
mation you want to get out of the meeting. 

Most administrators will be as evasive as 
possible—they see these meetings primarily 
as PR and/or damage control-and will do 
their best to allay concerns you might have 
without committing themselves to anything 
substantive. This seems obvious, but always 
be critical of what you are told, particularly 
things that are not written down. Above all, 
do not get lost in the relative glamour of the 
situation ("Hey! I’m meeting with the 
President!") When they cannot deflect stu¬ 
dent concerns, administrators will often try 
to co-opt those concerns by creating impor¬ 
tant-sounding committees, arranging for 
more meetings with more important-sound¬ 
ing people, and generally getting students 
out of their hair until they leave for break. 

PUBLICITY 

To network with other student groups, 
try sending out an email to the WesUnity 
email listserv at wesunity- 
l@lyris.wesleyan.edu. To receive messages 
sent to this list, you need to subscribe by 
going to http://lyris.wesleyan.edu/ and find¬ 
ing the list under "Student Group Lists." 
Any registered student group can use the 
copier in the WSA building to make 
posters, although there is a quantity limit. 
Posters can’t go on walkways or glass sur¬ 
faces—you can put them there, but if they 
are torn down, you really can’t complain. 
Students are permitted to chalk messages on 
any horizontal surface on campus (i.e. side¬ 
walks). If properly placed chalk messages or 
posters are removed by Physical Plant, lodge 
a complaint immediately. At the WSA 
office you can use paints and butcher paper 
to make banners for the campus center or 
Mocon. 

To get press coverage of an event, write 
up a press release and send it out at least a 
day in advance. The Student Group 
Resource Manual, available in the WSA 
office, has a list of fax numbers and contacts. 
The WSA building also has a fax machine 
you can use for free. Faxes are generally the 
best way to get something to the 
press-they’ll pick it up and read it faster 
than an email, and having the important 
information in writing is better than hearing 
it over the phone. Keep the report to under 
a page: stick to important information like 
whats happening, where, when, and why 
it’s important. List the phone number of a 


contact person who can answer questions. 
The Hartford Courant and the Middletown 
Press both cover Wesleyan activism with 
some regularity, and for larger events the 
New York Times and the local Associated 
Press office will be interested as well. 

STAGING AN EVENT 

Staging an event is not as difficult as it 
might seem, although getting help from 
someone with even a little experience helps. 
Speak-outs, speakers, and information ses¬ 
sions are good ways to build interest and 
organize on an issue about which people 
might be uninformed. 

If you need to use a campus room for a 
meeting or event, it is a gooa idea to reserve 
it in advance. Depending on what room it 
is, you might need to talk to Public Safety, 
the Registrar’s Office, or the University 
Coordinator-all that information is available 
in the Student Resource Handbook in the 
WSA office. Many classrooms come 
equipped with video equipment-make sure 
it will be unlocked if you need it. Outdoor 
loudspeakers systems and bullhorns for 
speakouts can be borrowed or rented from 
Bob White in the audio-visual office in the 
Science Tower. 

DIRECT ACTION 

Direct action is perhaps the most glam¬ 
orous part of activism. Nobody really pays 
that much attention to posters, ranting 
Wespeaks, or the occasional speak-out. But 
occupy a campus building, and all eyes will 
be on you. Thus it is extremely important 
to plan every last detail before you begin. 
Every member of your group needs to be 
thoroughly educated on me issues. If possi¬ 
ble, appoint different members of the group 
to be liasons-somebody to negotiate with 
administrators, somebody to talk to the 
press, and so on. Ideally, it is best to have 
somebody in your group that has done such 
actions before and who knows what to 
expect. When members of the Queer 
Studies Task Force staged a kiss-in at the 
Admissions office last year, they first con¬ 
sulted USLAC, who had occupied the 
same building the year before. Militant 
direct action can be highly successful, but it 
is not for amateurs. Be sure to step back 
and look at everything you are doing 
throughout the process. Direct actions 
require very clear and explicit goals, and 
your group needs to decide beforehand 
what compromises you would be willing to 
make. Most importandy, remember that it 
is very possible you will be taken to the 
Student Judicial Board or even arrested. 
Make sure your goal is worth it. 0 
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1968-1969 Rosenbaum endorse strike. political repression. 



1970-1971 

Women are admitted to Wesleyan for 
the first time since before the turn of the 
century. 

-October 2- Colin Campbell and 
Acting President Rosenbaum issue a uni¬ 
lateral interpretation of the Code of 
Conduct bypassing the SJB. Included are 
provisions banning occupations of univer¬ 
sity buildings and denying bail funds to 
Wesleyan students. 

-October 13- Students vote to join the 


1969-1970 

She new black faculty are 
hired; total now nine. 

-October 17- The faculty 
and the Educational Policy 
Committee (EPC) endorse 
Moratorium Day. 

Professors cancel classes 
and 1500 march against 
Vietnam in Middletown. 

-December 12- Military 
recruitment interviews are 
canceled in face of a student 
strike threat. 


-April 21- The University 
Senate approves a study com¬ 
mittee report proposing stu¬ 
dent parity; students strike for 
one day protesting escalation 
of the war. 

-April 25- Faculty offers 
medical aid to Indochina; stu¬ 
dents vote to support the New 
England May 4 strike. 

-May 13- 25 students sit-in 
at Raymond Engineering to 
protest war complicity. 65 
demonstrate outsize. Seven 
students and one professor are 
arrested. 


-October 11- Black students burn year¬ 
book, citing omission of Blacks and white 
middle-class slant. 


-February 21- 100 Black students, 
some armed, occupy Fisk to honor the 
anniversary of Malcolm X’s assassination 
and to protest the "classes as usual" deci¬ 
sion by faculty. 


-April 11- The Afro-American 
Institute is founded by unanimous faculty 
vote in response to Fisk takeover; Afro- 
American House is moved to John 
Wesley House and renamed Malcolm X 
House. 


-May 6- 160 students 
occupy the president’s office 
for 27 hours to protest mili¬ 
tary recruiting on campus. 


1971-1972 


-October 13- 40 students stage a 
Moratorium activity at the Chapel. 


-October 26- President Campbell 
announces new investment policy of vot¬ 
ing proxies to increase the social responsi¬ 
bility of companies, but cites Wesleyan 
voting in which the school supported only 
one of three proposals for open manage¬ 
ment of General Motors. Admissions 
Policy changes are announced, favoring 
academic seriousness over diversity. 


-November- The new 
Campus Plan includes new 
athletic facilities near the 
hockey rink, the site of the 
present day Freeman Athletic 
Center. 


-January 30- A student member of the 
Trustee Investment Committee moves 
that Wesleyan withdraw some or all com¬ 
panies with South African subsidiaries. 

-February 7- Wesleyan President 
Etherington resigns to run for the Senate. 
Provost Rosenbaum becomes Acting 
President. 

-May- 800 students strike to protest 
Nixon’s policies, demanding the liberation 
of Bobby Seale and other political prison¬ 
ers, that the US get out of South East 
Asia, and an end to complicity with the 
war machine. The faculty and President 


University Senate without parity. 

-October 20- Colin Campbell becomes 
President. 

-January- Downey House is struck by a 
bomb and two Molotov Cocktails. 

-February 2- The Alumni Affairs 
Center is destroyed by a firebomb. 

-May 5- Students hold a Kent State 
Memorial Day of Concernment march in 
Middletown demanding an end to the 
war, a guaranteed minimum income for a 
family of four of $6,500, and an end to 


1972-1973 

-October 20- the Educational Policy 
committee decides against a return to 
requirements. 

-October 27- the University Senate 
condemns bombings in Vietnam and ero¬ 
sion of civil liberties in the U.S. 

-November- The University Senate 
backs Ujamaa’s demands to recognize 
killing of two black Southern University 
protestors by lowering the flag to half- 
mast, contributing to the slain protestors’ 
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defense fund and sending condolences to 
the slain students’ families. President 
Campbell refuses to approve a Wesleyan 
University contribution to the defense 
fund. 

1973-1974 

-October 23- Latin House founded; it 
is later renamed La Casa de Albizu 
Campos. 

-October 26- 1,165 sign an "Impeach 
Nixon" petition. 

-February 5- Wesleyan tenures its first 
black faculty member. 

-April 4- The Administration’s budget 
calls for a 43.4 percent cut in the budget 
for the Afro-American Institute. 


-March- The faculty eliminates student 
seats in the University Senate, and ends 
parity on faculty committees. 

-April 25- Campbell invites Nixon 
defense counsel Wright as commence¬ 
ment speaker; Wright bows out after stu¬ 
dent pressure. 

-May- 15 blacks and latinos demon¬ 
strate against financial aid cutbacks. 

1975-1976 

Feminist House is founded. 

-September- President Campbell pro¬ 
poses a budget cut plan (the infamous 
"Red Book") that urges cutbacks in aca¬ 
demic programs. 

-October- Trustees approve "Red 


-April 9- A truck carrying radioactive 
waste crashes into the Washington Street 
bridge but no leakage results. 

1976- 1977 

-December- The presidential task force 
recommends academic requirements. 

-February 22- Economics department 
position does not go to a Marxist, despite 
student pressure. 

-May- The EPC approves the task 
force’s recommendations but change; 
"requirements" to "expectations." 

1977- 1978 

Public Safety begins recording report; 
of sexual harassment and assault. Five 
assaults and two harassment; 
are reported. 

-April- Twenty members o: 
the South African Actior 
Group stage a 90 hour sit-ir 
in President Campbell’s office tc 
demand that the school construe 
a plan for divestment from com 
panies doing business in Soutl 
Africa. 

-Spring- Students, unhapp; 
with the Atticus bookstore, begir 
a student-run book co-op. 

1978-1979 

-April- History professo 
Henry Abelove is denied tenure 
student protests force Campbel 
to reverse the decision and gran 

^ ^ Abelove tenure. Abelove wil 

After a lenqthy occupation of South College, students protesting the administrations refusal to divest from laterswitch from the History t( 
South Africa are arrested and boarded on a school bus. the En S llsh 

Book" proposals over student objections. 1979-1980 



1974-1975 

The Women’s 
Butterfield. 


Center opens in 


-October 25- President Campbell’s 
Task Force urges dissolution of the 
University Senate and an end to student 
parity. 


-February 27- Students at a Student 
Union meeting condemn the 
Administration’s new binding pre-regis¬ 
tration plan. 

-March 5- The Student Union pres¬ 
ents a counter-plan for pre-registration; it 
wins faculty and EPC support. 


-September- The administration pub 
lishes a "White Book" report that recoin 
mends limits on need-blind admission; 
faculty cuts and increased student enroll 
ment. 

-April- The Student Judiciary Boar 
(SJB) recommends the suspension of tw 


students found guilty of sexual assault. 
President Campbell rules that the Blue 
Book does not specifically rule out sexual 
and reduces their punishment to proba¬ 
tion, "sensitivity training," and writing an 
essay on sexism. 

-May- Eighty women march through 
Middletown in the first "Take Back the 
Night" march. Students organize a "rov¬ 
ing escort" service for heavily-trafficked 
campus sites. 

-May- The Wesleyan Student 
Assembly and faculty reject the "White 
Book" proposals; the WSA demands the 
retention of need-blind admissions. 

-May- Women’s Studies program in 
approved. 

1980- 1981 

-October- A number of people leaving 
a DKE party, including pledges and 
members, walk to the Traverse Square 
housing project where they make obscene 
gestures and shout racial slurs like "nig¬ 
ger" at residents, precipitating later cam¬ 
pus movements against fraternities. 

-October- The WSA stages a "Grand 
Opening" of the proposed student center; 
200 students rally outside the vacant Scott 
Labs building to encourage trustees to 
convert it to a student center. 

-November- After a racist letter is sent 
to Malcolm X House, the campus holds a 
one-day moratorium on classes; over 600 
students rally in front of North College. 

-Spring- Over 200 students participate 
in a two-day effort to stop work at North 
College for discussion of need-blind 
admissions and other issues. 

1981- 1982 

-October- 300 rally to protest racist 
posters found on campus. 

-February- Trustees adopt the Budget 
Advisory Committee proposal to limit the 
operating budget of financial aid to 10% 
of the operating budget. 

-February- A student hits Dean Edgar 


Beckham in face with a pie and is arrested 
for assault. 

-April- 1,284 students sign petitions 
demanding a return to need-blind admis¬ 
sions, voting rights for student trustees, 
an official letter from 
President Campbell 
and the trustees voic¬ 
ing opposition to fed¬ 
eral cuts in spending 
on higher education. 

Campbell rejects all 
demands. 

-May- Twenty-two 
students hold a 150- 
hour sit-in at North 
College to demand the 
reinstatement of need- 
blind admissions. 

1,600 sign petitions of 
support. 

1982-1983 


-August- Wesleyan 
student Russell Ford is 
jailed for refusing to _ . 

register with the Civil A Public Safety officer leads an arrestei 
Service. student out of South College during the 

long struggle to force Wesleyan to divest 
1983-1984 from South Africa. 


State killings, students hold a four-day 
"Free University" encampment on the 
lawn of North College with workshops, 
teach-ins, and discussions. 

-Spring- A Psi-U party poster with a 
picture of a sperm 
that says "COME 
and celebrate 15 
| years of women at 
j Wesleyan" draws 
heavy Fire from 
non-fraternity 
members, especial¬ 
ly women. 

1985-1986 

-October- Chi Psi 
gives pledge invita¬ 
tions to a showing of 
pornographic movies 
that read "Come with 
a hard-on" and make 
various sexist state¬ 
ments. On the eve of 
the showing, 400 stu¬ 
dents hold a silent 
vigil protesting insti¬ 
tutionalized sexism. 



The Davenport Campus Center opens. 
Baghwan and followers arrive to bless the 
building. 

-March- 20 students hold a sit-in at 
the Career Planning Center to protest 
CIA recruitment. 

1984-1985 

-March- The Student Budgetary 
Committee (SBC) agrees to fund an 
Ujamaa-sponsored speech by Minister 
Louis Farrakhan amidst campus uproar. 

-April- Sexual orientation is added to 
Wesleyan’s non-discrimination policy. 

-April- Farrakhan speaks to 400 stu¬ 
dents in the hockey rink; 500 hold a 
protest outside. 

-May- To commemorate the 15th 
anniversary of the Kent State and Jackson 
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-October- Police 
arrest 30 students for 
blockading North 
College and South College to demand 
divestment from South Africa. 

-December- A new minority student 
publication, The Ankh, begins publica¬ 
tion with the goal of fostering communi¬ 
cation between the diverse communities 
on campus. 

-April- Students blockade a trustee 
meeting at Russell House to protest 
Wesleyan’s investments in South Africa. 
The meeting moves to Downey House, 
where students stage a "die-in," playing 
dead on the front steps. President 
Campbell leaves out the back door rather 
than face demonstrators. 

-Spring- Student hostility toward fra¬ 
ternities builds after a woman alone in her 
dorm room is frightened by a rowdy mob 
of men stomping and banging on win¬ 
dows and doors throughout her dormito¬ 
ry. When she calls Public Safety for help, 
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the dispatcher tells her: "That’s only a fra- Field. Hundreds of pink triangles appear 
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ternity round-up, just stay in your room." 


around campus in response. 
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percent of the Middletown vote in the 
Democratic primary. 


1986-1987 

-October- Two members of Women 
Against Rape begin approaching campus 
tours and discussing sexual assault with 
prospective students. President Campbell 
assures the community that "irresponsible 
speech is free speech." 


1987-1988 

Wes*SAFE, a student sexual-assault 
counseling service, is founded. 

-October- Around 70 Wesleyan stu¬ 
dents and alumni join 500,000 people in a 


-April- Sociology professor Charles 
Lemert resigns as Dean of Social Sciences 
following charges that he made racist 
remarks to a prospective faculty member. 
Campbell promises a "blue-ribbon com¬ 
mission" to study institutionalized racism 
at Wesleyan. 



Students install a web of murder outside of South College during an occupation in protest 
of the administration's refusal to divest from South Africa. 


-October- The first 
of the semi-annual 
speakouts on sexual 
assault happens on the 
steps of North 
College and goes on 
for three hours as stu¬ 
dents relate personal 
experiences. 

-December- A 
CIA recruitment ses¬ 
sion in Butterfield C 
ends when dozens of 
protesters disrupt it, 
asserting that the 
CIA’s hiring policy 
violates the school’s 
policy on sexual dis¬ 
crimination. 

-January- Eight 
students from the 
anti-CIA protest and 
six "tour interrupters" 
are brought before the SJB on charges of 
harassment, "depriving others of the right 
to speak and be heard," and "disrupting 
the educational or institutional process in 
a way that interferes with the safety or 
freedom of others." Three of the four 
interrupters are given one year’s proba¬ 
tion, and four of the anti-CIA demon¬ 
strators are sentenced to 150 hours of 
community service (later cut in half by 
Campbell due to student outcry). 

-March- The long-awaited Residential 
Life Task Force Report recommends co¬ 
educating Wesleyan fraternities by "per¬ 
suasion" within three years. 

-April- During BGLAD (Bisexual, 
Gay and Lesbian Days), BGLAD pink 
triangle banners are torn down around 
campus. One is found burning on Andrus 


march on Washington for lesbian and gay 
rights. 

-October- President Colin Campbell 
announces that he will leave Wesleyan to 
return to corporate America. 

-November- As part of a hazing ritual 
DKE brothers dressed in black hooded 
robes verbally harass several Wesleyan 
students on Wyllys Avenue while Public 
Safety officers watch. The SJB places 
DKE on probation. Wesleyan students 
found BAMBI (Banish Abusive Male 
Bonding Institutions). 

-March- Democratic presidential can¬ 
didate Rev. Jesse Jackson speaks to an 
enthusiastic crowd in front of the St. 
Vincent de Paul soup kitchen on Main 
Street. The next week Jackson wins 39 


-April 18- Two 
days after the board of 
trustees again fails to 
pull Wesleyan’s money 
out of South Africa, 
150 students take over 
the breezeway outside 
the President’s office 
to demand divestment. 
1400 students and two 
thirds of the faculty 
sign petitions in sup¬ 
port of the demonstra¬ 
tors, and hundreds of 
letters pour in from 
around the country 
and South Africa. The 
sit-in ends on May 2 
with a blockade of 
South College, 113 
people are arrested. 
Four weeks later, 
trustees vote to divest 
from all companies 
save those providing 
"extraordinary assis¬ 
tance" to Black South Africans. 

1988-1989 

-July- The Board of Trustees unani¬ 
mously selects William Chace, Professor 
of English at Stanford University, as the 
14th president of Wesleyan. 

Over the summer 17 university-owned 
houses are destroyed in construction of 
the Freeman Athletic Complex, estimated 
to cost $18 million. 

-September- Psi-U brothers throw beer 
on a Middletown police car and 11 are 
arrested. 

-October- Supported by President¬ 
elect Chace, trustees remove students’ 
vote on faculty tenure decisions. Student 
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trustee Jordan Rau resigns, leaving only 
one student on the Education 
Committee. 

-November- Three females take Psi-U 
to the SJB after being cursed at and 
mooned while standing outside the frater¬ 
nity house. The SJB determines that their 
actions were expressions of "displeasure," 
and therefore not harassment. 

-December- Enthusiasm for the new 
athletic complex is dampened when the 
community learns the gym may have 
encroached on protected wetlands. 


-April- Controversy erupts at Take 
Back the Night March when some men 
refuse to stay in the co-ed section at the 
back of the crowd. 

-May- A coalition of student groups, 
including the Women’s Center, SAAG, 
WA/AASU (now A/PAA), Divest Now!, 
TMC (now SCC), SOAR, GLBA (now 
QA), and WesPAN (Wesleyan 
Progressive Alumni Network) organize an 
open forum with President Chace to dis¬ 
cuss the lack of student roles in campus 
decision-making. 


C'-WSH 

-October- An arrest at the annual 
MoCon smoke-out, which traditionally 
occurs the night before Duke Day, trig¬ 
gers attacks on Wesleyan’s drug policy in 
a Hartford Courant article—Wesleyan 
becomes known nationwide as a "drug 
school." 

-November- Wesleyan and Hermes 
alum Paul Gionfriddo ’75 is elected mayor 
of Middletown, beating out three-term 
Mayor Sebastian Garafolo by a margin 
slightly smaller than Wesleyan’s total 
enrollment. Gionfriddo’s victory is credit¬ 
ed to "the Wesleyan factor." 



-May- Thirteen-year SiSP professor 
Howard Brown is denied contract renew¬ 
al; students claim denial was motivated by 


personal politics and the administration’s 
bias against courses dealing with practical 
applications of theory. 

1989-1990 

-September- In the midst of depart¬ 
mental cutbacks and a hiring freeze, 
President Chace’s $350,000 + inaugura¬ 
tion sparks resentment among students 
and faculty. Six African-American stu¬ 
dents hold silent protest during the inau¬ 
gural address after handling Chace a list 
of demands. 


-June- Black students organize a 
protest outside Beta after a black student 
is verbally harassed there. 


-February- Ujamaa leads a com¬ 
memorative march and a candlelight 
vigil marking the 20th anniversary of 
the black student takeover of Fisk 
Hall. A list of requests is submitted 
to the administration. They include: 
an evaluation of minority financial 
aid. policies, mandatory racism work¬ 
shops, and the hiring of more 
minority professors. 


-Spring- Two popular professors 
leave Wesleyan including Robert 
O’Meally, one of the nations most 
recognized scholars in African 
Studies. 


-March- Assistant Professor of 
Government Jerry Watts is denied 
tenure in a controversial 5-2 vote by 
the Advisory committee. Watts had 
received unanimous recommenda¬ 
tions from both the Government 
department and CAAS. Many suspect 
that the unusual tenure decision is linked 
to Watts’ outspoken criticisms of racism 
at Wesleyan. 


-March- A Women’s Studies major is 
approved, minus a joint appointment with 
Anthropology that would have given the 
program its cross-cultural component. 


-April- The U.S. Justice Department 
announces the investigation of several pri¬ 
vate universities, including Wesleyan, 
concerning price-fixing and possible anti¬ 
trust law violations. 


-February- 85 African- 
American students occupy the 
Admissions office after President 
Chace refuses to allow them to 
present a letter of concern and 
demands to the trustees. 


-March- After Dean Beckham is 
quoted in the Argus as saying 
"undergraduates are not as much 
fun," three frosh wearing Groucho 
Marx noses enter his office and quirt 
Beckham with water guns. The students 
are arrested for assault but the charges are 
later dropped. 


-Spring- Professors Jerry Watts 
(Government) and Bill Lowe (Afro- 
American Music) announce their depar¬ 
tures, becoming the sixth and seventh 
minority faculty to leave Wesleyan in the 
past year. 


-April 7- President Chace’s office is 
firebombed; a letter from STRIKE 
(Students Rebuilding Institutions for 


-November- The Res Life Task Force’s 
three-year plan to "persuade" fraternities 
to co-educate runs out with no progress 
made. Free High Street, a stu- 
» dent group pushing for co-edu- 
l cation, organizes protests on 
f: Homecoming weekend. 


-December- Graduate stu¬ 
dent Jay Pillay resigns from the 
Educational Policy Committee in 
protest of alleged racist and sexist 
comments made by professor of 
history Richard Buel, chair of the 
EPC. 
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Students protest Wesleyan's support of fraternities. 


Knowledge and Education) claiming 
responsibility is found on Professor Buel’s 
door. President Chace offers a reward of 
$10,000 for information leading to the 
arrest of the bombers. 

-April 25- A letter from DAG¬ 
GER (Direct Action Group 
Generating Educational Reforms) 
found on the door of the Argus 
building announces shots had . 
been fired at North College from 
Foss Hill. Four spent shells are 
found near the observatory. 

-April 29- A Firebombing is 
attempted at the crew boathouse. 

-May 4- Residents of Malcolm X 
House find racist graffiti in their 
basement. Students demand that a 
$10,000 reward be offered for this 
crime as well. 

-May 5- Over 500 march through 
campus and participate in a speak- 
out on racism. 

-May 9- 1,500 attend a "Unity 
Day" of lectures, workshops, 
speeches, and a noon rally in an 
effort to improve racial relations on 
campus. 

-May 9 to 18- Students hold a nine- 
day hunger strike until the administration 
commits to a broad range of policy 
changes. 

-July 6- Student activist Nick Haddad 
is found murdered in Hartford. At first it 
is believed to be linked to a drug deal- 
later it is revealed that Haddad had prom¬ 
ised to kill the family of his murderers. 


1990-1991 

-September- Biology professor Bill 
Firshein makes anti-gay comments in his 
classroom while urging students to avoid 
showing support for National Coming 
Out Day. Controversy ensues over prior 
Firshein quotes notably that homosexu¬ 
ality^ "biologically and physically a sick¬ 
ness and unnatural and an obscenity." 

-October 19- Twenty women swim 
topless in the Freeman Athletic Center to 

16 


promote an examination of harmful 
stereotypes; the syndicated tabloid TV 
news show A Current Affair investigates, 
and televises a "re-enactment." 

-November 13- Citing a clerical error, 
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1991-1992 


-September 12- Two women kissing in 
the front room of Psi-U during a party are 
harassed by men groping them, shining 
bright lights on them, and drenching 


the Wesleyan Board of Trustees admits to 
reinvesting in two companies- Chevron 
Corporation and Readers Digest Inc.- 
with direct equity ties to South Africa. 

-January 26- Wesleyan students organ¬ 
ized by the Middletown Coalition for 
Peace in the Gulf are among the estimat¬ 
ed 150,000 demonstrators who march on 
Washington in protest of the Gulf War. 


-February 22- Twelve Wesleyan stu¬ 
dents are arrested in New Haven for 
blocking an Army recruiting center. The 
action is described as a protest against the 
Gulf War and a "system which leaves few 
opportunities for the working class except 
to sign a military contract to kill and die." 

-April 16- In response to sexual 
assaults on campus, the WESCORT pro¬ 
gram I founded. Dedicated to providing 
safe transport for Wesleyan students, 
WESCORT provides over 400 walks in 
its first three weeks. 


HERMES 


them in beer. No effort is made by Psi-U 
brothers to stop or correct these actions. 
The next week, gay, lesbian and bisexual 
students arrive at a Psi-U party wearing 
raincoats that say: "We’re here, we’re 
queer, were not afraid of beer." 

-November- Hundreds of posters by 
the group Queers United in Crushing 
Homophobia Everywhere (QUICHE) are 
taken down by Public Safety the same 
night they’re posted on the grounds that 
they are obscene. 

-November 20- President Chace’s 
report, "Initiative for the ‘90s," announces 
proposals to do away with the university’s 
need-blind admissions policy. Almost 
simultaneously, the administration 
announces plans to construct a new 
$260,000 boat house. 

-November 23- Close to 500 students 
rally at Downey House to keep need- 
blind financial aid policies. The protest is 
so loud that trustees are unable to contin- 
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ue meeting and leave Downey House to 
talk with protestors. President Chace, 
confronted by sign-carrying members of 
Students for a Financially Accessible 
Education (SFAE) when he arrives at 
Downey House at 6 a.m., becomes 
extremely agitated and shouts things like 
"this university will not change anything 
as a result of political pressure." 

-Fall- Student-taught women’s self- 
defense classes begin at Wesleyan with no 
financial support from the school. 

-February 28- When Wesleyan’s 
trustees arrive to discuss President 
Chace’s proposals, over 600 students 
occupy North College to protest Chace’s 
refusal to consider student demands for 
need-blind admissions. The sit-in lasts 
close to 36 hours. Over 1,500 students 
sign a calling for the adoption of a formal 
need-blind policy. Numerous professors 
cancel their classes in support of the 
protest. 

1992-1993 

-Fall- After "concerned" 
parents call the school, the 
Dean of the College quiet¬ 
ly revokes the mandatory 
status of peer education 
workshops, most notably 
the BiLeGa workshop, 
which works to combat 
homophobia. 

-Fall- The Residential 
Life Group issues a report, 
alternatively known as the 
RLG and the McKenna 
Report, which proposes 
reorganizing residential life 
at Wesleyan into four-year 
"clusters." Students send the administra¬ 
tion a box of Clusters cereal filled with 
shreds of the RLG report. 

-April- Hundreds of Wesleyan stu¬ 
dents carry a banner in the March on 
Washington for Gay, Lesbian and 
Bisexual Equal Rights and Liberation. 

1993-1994 

The Board of Trustees, after less than a 
week of campus debate, votes unanimous¬ 


ly to reinvest in South Africa following 
the end of Apartheid. 

-February- As a result of student and 
faculty pressure, the administration 
announces that full health benefits will 
extend to the domestic partners of its gay, 
lesbian and bisexual employees. 

-April- Students Totally Against Meal 
Plan Extravagance and Dining Excess 
(STAMPEDE) organize a buyout of 
WEShop. $4,080 worth of food is stacked 
up in front of Downey House to protest 
the mandatory four-year meal plan. 

-April- To protest the lack of substan¬ 
tive student involvement in decision-mak¬ 
ing, the WSA boycotts all faculty com¬ 
mittee meetings as well as the trustee 
meetings. Trustees are invited to attend 
an alternative meeting at Eclectic, a 
speak-out at the campus-center, and the 
STAMPEDE buy-out of WEShop. 


-May- President Bill Chace resigns to 
become president of Emory University in 
Atlanta. Vice President for Academic 
Affairs Joanne Creighton becomes inter¬ 
im president. 

1994-1995 

-October 5- After anonymous flyers 
distributed around campus call for a "riot" 
against the ARA monopoly, some 200 
students rally in front of the campus cen¬ 


ter and then occupy North College at 5 
p.m. Twenty minutes later, after realizing 
that they have no specific demands, that 
the president’s office (the ostensible target 
of the takeover) is actually in South 
College, and that most administrators go 
home by 5 p.m., the mob breaks for din¬ 
ner and re-convenes in Science Center 
150 to discuss alternatives to ARA. The 
campus dining committee is formed as a 
result. 

-October- Movimiento Estudiantil 
Chicano/a Aztian calls a campus boycott 
on grapes in solidarity with migrant farm 
workers in California. Weshop’s grape 
sales fall over 60%. 

-October- Two Egyptian students are 
beaten and called "sand-niggers" outside 
of SKE. 34 members of the Black and 
Latino Brotherhood march from a weekly 
meeting to DKE, 30 wait outside while 
four discuss the incident with members of 
DKE, making this the first 
ever meeting between the 
two groups. 

-November 7- The 
Superior Court of 
Middlesex County subpoe¬ 
nas the notes of Hermes 
reporter Amos Elberg in a 
suit against Frank LoSacco, 
chairman of the 

Middletown Police Site 
Building committee. Elberg 
refuses to hand over his 
notes, but agrees to testify 
in court. 

-December 7- 200 stu¬ 
dents, faculty, and 
Middletown residents 
march against California’s 
Proposition 187. 

-December- In response to student job 
cuts at the University Dining Club, work¬ 
ers form the Wesleyan Student Workers 
Association. 

-February- Students collect over 1,000 
signatures on a petition to permanently 
retain Prof. Howard Bernstein, a visiting 
professor at Wesleyan for 16 years, and an 
outspoken critic of the administration. 
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-November 5- 200 
attend lunchtime speeches 
celebrating National Black 
Solidarity Day. 


-October- 30 stu¬ 
dents participate in an 
international 3-day fast 
to free Burma. 


-November 10- 

Hundreds walk out of 
classes and gather on Foss 
Hill in protest of national Wesley* 
cuts in student loan aid. 

Students raise $2,400 for university’s new 
financial aid fund. 


contingent of the a 16 protest of the IMF/WB meetings in Washington D.C. 


-November- Wesleyan students found 
the statewide Connecticut Student 
Coalition for Housing Justice to battle 
congressional cuts in public housing and 
urban development. 

-February 7- More than 100 Wesleyan 
students travel to Yale to protest the 
planned execution of Mumia Abu-Jamal; 
Wesleyan protestors outnumber Yale pro¬ 
testors. 

-April 13- Over 500 rally in support of 
Mumia Abu-Jamal in front of Olin 
library. 


All accommodations (stage, security, 
equipment, etc.) provided for the 
"RALLY" to support a COVICTED 
KILLER OF A POLICE OFFICER. 
REMEMBER THIS THE NEXT 
TIME YOU DEAL WITH persons 
associated with the so-called Univ." The 
memo is signed by William J. Clayton, 
Secretary of the Middletown Police 
Union. 

-September 24- Over 500 students and 
Middletown residents march from 
Wesleyan to the Police Department and 
issue their demands: a written apology, a 
the termination of Officer Clayton, and 
among others, a major-revamping of the 
police department to put more minority 
officers in minority neighborhoods. 


-October 12- 47 
Wesleyan students bus 
to Washington, DC, 
and join 500,000 in the 
First ever Latino and 
Immigrants’ Rights March. 


-December- 6 Wesleyan students are 
arrested during an act of civil disobedi¬ 
ence at a labor protest at Yale. 

-March 6- In response to homophobic 
graffiti and harassment of gay students 
outside a Chi Psi party, Queer Alliance 
(QA) organizes a community-wide speak- 
out. Over 200 attend; speakers include 
President Bennet, who QA had been 
pushing for weeks to take an official stand 
against homophobia. 

-March 28- A Chi Psi alum shouts 
"Get of the lawn, fucking immigrant," to 
two passing students. 45 minutes later, 
President Bennet arrives at the house and 


-November 5- Over 
500 flood a forum on the 
detainments organized by 
the Student of Color 
Council (SCC) and 
ResLife. Science Center 
150 is filled beyond capac¬ 
ity, more watch via closed- 
circuit television from SC 
58. 


-September 24- An Asian American 
student alleges DKE brothers called him 
"immigrant faggot" as he walked by their 
house. One week after, the Asian/Pacific 
American Alliance organizes a speakout 
against racism and homophobia that con¬ 
cludes in a 150 person moment of silence 
in front of DKE. 


-October 4- A record 534 students 
march in Wesleyan’s annual Take Back 
the Night. 


-October 6- 

Wesleyan Peace Action 
buses 40 students to a 
protest outside the pres¬ 
idential debates in 
Hartford. 


-October 8- During 
a Red Cross Blood 
Drive, students collect 
140 letters to the FDA 
protesting the ban on 
blood donations from 
gay men. 


1996-1997 

-September- An anonymous source 
leaks the Argus a poster from a 
Middletown Police bulletin board that 
consists of a photocopied Hartford 
Courant article on Wesleyan’s "Free 
Mumia" rally and the following memo: 
"This is the type of FREEDOM OF 
EXPRESSION that is supported on the 
campus of WELSEYAN UNIVERSITY. 


-March 2- 90 Wesleyan students travel 
to New York City to join in a protest of 
the Contract with America. 


-March 2- 200 students participate in a 
speak-out against the Contract. 


1995-1996 


-October 31- Middletown Police 
accost four African-American students on 
the edge of campus and ask them to pro¬ 
duce ID. The students 
refuse, police officers ille¬ 
gally handcuff them and 
detain them at the police 
station. 



demands to know what happened. 

1997-1998 

-November 23- The WSA unanimous¬ 
ly passes an Economic Action Coalition 
(EAC) resolution demanding that an 
administrative committee be formed to 
investigate the social implications of the 
University’s investments. They present 
Bennet with a 350-signature petition. 

-November- Ten rounds from a 
machine gun are fired in to the air outside 
a party in the Fayerweather gymnasium. 
Peter Patton, an Interim Dean of the 
College, issues a temporary moratorium 
on open parties until the school’s party 
policy can be re-evaluated. 

-January- "The Independent Ivy is 
announced to be the front-runner in the 
administration’s search for an official 
Wesleyan slogan, drawing heated criti¬ 
cism from students for the rest of the 
semester. 

-January 23- The WSA unanimously 
passes USLAC’s Code of Ethical 
Conduct for University Purchases, 
demanding that Wesleyan’s vendors be 
held accountable for the treatment of 
their workers. 

-March- After proposing to separate 
dorms by class year (making Foss Hill all- 
frosh housing) and effectively implement¬ 
ing the proposal in the housing lottery 
numbers it published, ResLife faced harsh 
criticism from students and a 1,000 signa¬ 
ture petition started by residents of 
WestCo that demands the reintegration 
of dorms and further student involvement 
in future decisions. ResLife agrees to 
revert to the previous year’s housing num¬ 
bers. 

-May- Students chalk campus and cir¬ 
culate petitions for the University to 
retain Professor Howard Bernstein when 
his Visit Professor contract expires at the 
end of the year. His contract is extended 
for one year. 

1998-1999 

RA positions are extended into Lo- 


Rise, Hi-Rise, and special interest houses 
(as paid house managers), and segregation 
of dorm floors by class year seems to be 
progressing apace in spite of vocal student 
opposition. The WSA forms an ad-hoc 
committee to deal with housing matters. 

-October- The administration begins 
testing "The Independent Ivy" in materi¬ 
als sent out to prospective students. The 
"Poison Ivy" campaign begins with a 
1,000 sticker "I do not attend the 
Independent Ivy" propaganda war. They 
follow up by handing out cookies and 
anti-ivy propaganda to pre-frosh outside 
the admissions office, and the local news 
stations pick up the story. 

The Bennet Administration releases its 
"Strategy for Wesleyan." Language calling 
for the segregation of dorms by class year 
remains in the proposal. Faculty questions 
what parts of the plan will be prioritized 
when its fund-raising campaign falls 
short. 

-November- "Poison 
Ivy" surveys parents and 
alumni during homecom¬ 
ing weekend on the 
"Independent Ivy" slogan. 

More than 85% are 
against it. During Trustee 
Weekend 100 student 
hold a silent protest out¬ 
side of Downey House. 

Bennet declares an end to 
the slogan that night. 

A record 533 people 
turn out for the annual 
Take Back the Night 
march. 


-January- Professor of 
History and African- 
American Studies Jeff 
Kerr-Ritchie is denied tenure, to student 
outrage. Over 150 attend a speak-out that 
addresses Wesleyan’s low percentage of 
faculty of color, and over 50 enter 
President Bennet’s office hours to discuss 
the matter. 

Chair and Founder of the dance 
Department Cheryl Cutler announces she 
will resign at year’s end because of pro¬ 
longed hostility from the administration 
over the Feuer tenure lawsuit. 


-February- Madeline Albright comes 
to speak on campus, and 200 protest US 
policy towards Iraq outside Crowell 
Concert Hall. Albright agrees to meet 
with the organizers for 25 minutes after 
her speech. Thirty students show up to 
protest Wesleyan’s low faculty of color 
rates outside the speech as well; a week 
earlier the WSA had passed a resolution 
calling on the administration to increase 
hiring and retention rates of faculty of 
color. 

The United Student Labor Action 
Coalition (USLAC) joins with Hotel 
Restaurants and Employees (HRE) Local 
217 during contract negotiations with 
Wesleyan’s food service workers to push 
for better benefits packages and more full¬ 
time jobs. USLAC collects 1400 student 
signatures on a petition asking the admin¬ 
istration to support Wesleyan’s workers, 
holds a protest in Mocon, and helps 
organize a rally that ends with partici¬ 
pants flooding President Bennet’s front 


lawn, chanting for him to come out and 
talk to them. 

Students protesting the circum¬ 
stances surrounding Professor of Dance 
Cheryl Cutler’s resignation hold a "dance- 
in" during President Bennet’s open office 
hours. 

-April- Professor Jeff Kerr-Ritchie is 
granted an appeal in his tenure decision 
on the grounds that Wesleyan’s Faculty 
Committee for Minority Retention and 
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Recruitment was never convened in his 
case. 

The WSA passes a resolution 
condemning the US-led sanctions against 
Iraq. 

-May- After a COL course on pornog¬ 
raphy earns sensationalist media coverage 
and public attacks by conservative voices, 
Bennet shocks faculty and students alike 
by ordering an ex post facto review of the 
course. As the community begins to speak 
out in protest, television crews descend on 
campus and the AP wire story makes it 
into newspapers across the country. 

Over 100 students concerned with 
everything from Queer Studies to minori¬ 
ty faculty levels to Cheryl Cutler’s resig¬ 
nation to the unprecedented review of the 
pornography course organize under the 
general rubric of administrative accounta¬ 
bility and storm North College in a rally 
during the last day of finals. Dean of the 
College Freddye Hill addresses the stu¬ 
dents during the rally, she and the 
President meet with the protestors after¬ 
wards. By graduation, nearly half the sen¬ 
ior class has signed a statement by the 
newly-formed Students for 
Administrative Accountability that levels 
a broad critique at the administration and 
makes demands for changes in the cur¬ 
riculum to accommodate programs in 
Queer Studies and Ethnic Studies, the re¬ 
establishment of an Office of 
Multicultural Affairs, block hiring of fac¬ 
ulty of color, and an end to the review of 
the Pornography class. Many graduating 
seniors paint their mortars black in 
protest, and hand written complaints to 
Bennet in place of Senior Class Gift 
money upon receiving their diplomas. An 
airplane hired by an alumnus circles 
Andrus Field twice during the ceremony, 
trailing a banner that reads "Impeach 
Bennett, Re-Hire Cutler," causing a sig¬ 
nificant potion of the graduating class to 
break out in applause. 

1999-2000 

-October 12- Two students call public 
safety during the DKE "round-up" and 
report that DKE members are chanting 
"we hate faggots" outside of their room. 
Public Safety asks DKE to move on from 
their location but allows them to continue 


with the round up. Later in the evening, a 
can full of liquor is thrown through a win¬ 
dow on the student’s hall. The incident is 
brought before the SJB, who rule in favor 
of DKE. Students organize a speakout 
about minority safety on campus and form 
the Queer Task Force to increase com¬ 
munication between administrators and 
students regarding queer issues. 

-November 13- members of the 
Economic Action Coalition and the 
Students Allied to Reform Corporations 
(EAC/STARC) stage a protest outside of 
the board of trustees meeting as part of 
their campaign for socially responsible 
investing. 
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-February 22- In response to a string of 
assaults against women on campus, hun¬ 
dreds of students gather for a speakout 
about violence against women. A walking 
escort service and a Men Against 
Violence group are founded as well. 

-April 4- Twenty-four members of 
US LAC occupy the admissions building 
for two days. This successfully ends a 
long-term living wage and unionization 
campaign. "Justice for Janitors" sought to 
unionize campus workers who were hired 
by outside contractors and thus not pro¬ 
tected by University regulations. 

-April 5- An unknown perpetrator 


spills butyric acid in Shanklin 107 during 
a Wesleyan Animal Rights Network 
(WARN) campaign against animal test¬ 
ing at Wesleyan. Public Safety questions 
WARN members and rumors fly that 
WARN was responsible, despite the fact 
that the acid spill would have jeopardized 
the very animals that WARN was trying 
to protect. 

-April 16- 150 Wesleyan students trav¬ 
el to DC to protest the World Bank and 
IMF meeting. This caps off several 
months of on campus education about 
globalization that included films, a puppet 
show, and a speech from Kevin Danaher, 
the founder of Global Exchange. 

2000-2001 

5 -September 26- 800 workers and stu- 
I dents effectively paralyzed downtown 
Hartford, protesting for living wages for 
janitors in Hartford. This protest is 
planned as a part of the International Day 
of Solidarity against the International 
Monetary Fund and World Bank. 

-October 11- QA chalks for National 
Coming Out Day. The chalkings express 
a diverse set of perspectives and some of 
the chalkings are sexually explicit in 
nature. Afterwards there were concerns 
that some of the chalkings attacked mem¬ 
bers of the campus community. 

-Mid-October- Approximately one 
week before the National day of protest 
against police brutality, a black student is 
discriminatorily arrested by the 
Middletown Police. 

-October 22- Students organize a rally 
and a march through Middletown on the 
same day that a police brutality-themed 
exhibit opens at the Zilkha Gallery. 200 
students gather outside the gallery and 
march to the Middletown Police 
Department to present a list of demands 
in response to the incident a week before. 

-October-November- A newly formed 
student group, the Campus Greens, runs 
an education campaign urging students to 
vote for Green Party candidates Ralph 
Nader and Winona LaDuke. An Argus 
poll conducted around election day 
reports that approximately 25% of the 
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campus voted for the Green Party ticket. 

-November- Mike Whaley, the Dean 
of Student Services, organizes a forum on 
free speech specifically about the chalk¬ 
ings. Students and faculty express a desire 
to maintain the highest standards of free 
speech at Wesleyan, President Bennet 
disagrees, arguing that speech must be 
balanced against community standards. 
Students argue with Bennet, 
claiming that the needs of queer 
students on campus have not been 
met. At the end of the meeting 
many students are angry and feel 
that President Bennet had 
showed a lack of interest in work¬ 
ing on behalf of queer students. 

The next day, students protest 
outside of Bennet’s office 
demanding improved resources 
for queer students, specifically 
health related resources and sup¬ 
port systems, as well as a faculty 
line in Queer Studies. 
Approximately sixty students 
meet with Bennet and most of the 
senior staff during his office 
hours. After lengthy argumenta¬ 
tion, President Bennet signs a 
statement affirming his commit¬ 
ment to queer students. 

-November 17- ARAMARK 
announces a plan to fire 4 full-time work¬ 
ers, eliminate 2 part-time positions, cut 
hours across the board, and reduce health 
care coverage by 

10% to save money. USLAC cam¬ 
paigns to stop the cuts. A protest is held 
in MoCon, and there is also a protest out¬ 
side of the campus center. Aramark agrees 
to negotiate with USLAC. 

-Spring- Howard Bernstein’s contract 
is set to expire in June, leaving him with 
no job at Wesleyan after twenty-two years 
as a visiting professor. Students hold 
meetings, have a week-long hunger strike, 
a 12 hour occupation of Bennet’s office, 
several more meetings with the adminis¬ 
tration and rallies, and engage in a second 
occupation of North College which lasts 
for two weeks at the end of the semester. 
There is no resolution and Bernstein’s 
contract expires. 


CTIVISM TIMELINE 
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-February 22- People’s Unity Day is 
held featuring a rally in front of the cam¬ 
pus center that attracts approximately 100 
students. The organizers presented a list 
of demands including increased hiring 
and retention of faculty of color in all 
fields, curricular diversity, and the adop¬ 
tion of programs in Latino Studies, Asian 
American Studies, and Queer Studies. 


-March 2- A group of students stage a 
kiss in at the admissions office as a protest 
to demand Queer Studies. 

-April 3- A freshman covers 
Asian/Asian American Month 
Convocation for the Argus. Numerous 
students are upset by factual errors and 
misportrayals of the event as well as a per¬ 
ceived lack of sensitivity to cultural issues 
pertaining to Asians and Asian 
Americans. In response to the article in 
the Argus, many students write wespeaks 
expressing their reactions. The Argus 
refuses to print some of the articles as 
they were submitted. A group of students 
creates a supplementary packet containing 
the original article and all of the wespeaks 
in their unaltered forms. 

-April 13- Five identical pieces of hate 
mail are delivered to Chinese House. The 
top portion reads, " Alexa Steinberg’s 
Apology to the Asian Community." 


m ‘ >» 

Underneath this portion are a series of 
fake Chinese characters. The bottom por¬ 
tion of this mail reads, " If You can’t read 
Asian, tilt you head to the right." When 
you turn the paper to the left, the "charac¬ 
ters" read: "Go Fuck Yourself." A speak¬ 
out is organized, on the steps of Olin, in 
response to the hate mail. Numerous stu¬ 
dents, as well as President Bennet and 
Dean Hill speak about the effects of hate 
mail on the Wesleyan community. 
Approximately 450 students 
attend. 

-April 17- SpeakOUT organ¬ 
ized by Students Against 
Homophobia (SAH) draws a 
crowd of approximately 150 stu¬ 
dents to the steps outside of 
North College. The event is 
intended to be an open forum for 
both straight and queer students 
to speak about their experiences 
with homophobia and heterosex¬ 
ism and as an opportunity to build 
cross-campus solidarity and sup¬ 
port. 

-April 18- A senior sends an e- 
mail to many students on campus 
with the subject line "Frat 
Attack," urging students not to 
vote for a candidate for WSA 
President who is a DKE brother. 
The candidate had argued in a debate that 
fraternities and varsity athletes are under¬ 
represented minorities at Wesleyan and 
had promised to represent them if elected. 

-April 20- Several wespeaks are written 
in response to this e-mail, accusing its 
author of hypocrisy and intolerance. DKE 
later threatens to sue. 

-April 21- On the same day as protests 
in Quebec City at the meeting of the 
Organization of American States, 
Wesleyan students join in a demonstra¬ 
tion against the Free Trade Agreement of 
the Americas at Yale University, where 
George H. W. Bush is speaking. Before 
the FTAA demonstration, many of the 
same students participate in an anti¬ 
racism counter-demonstration in 
Wallingford where racist Matt Hale, of 
the World Church of the Creator 
attempts to give a speech to his followers. 
Confrontations between anti-racists, who 
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threaten to pull down a police barricade, 
and police, who are protecting the racists, 
are defused, although an incident involv¬ 
ing a racist wielding a knife leads to 
arrests and the use of pepper-spray. 



response to the attacks. They plan a 
national day of action for just a week later, 
and begin contacting activists at campuses 
across the nation. 
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Wesleyan and Middletown community 
members gather at the First Church, then 
march and hold a candlelight vigil for 
peace. 
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-September 20 - Organized by 
Wesleyan Students for a Peaceful Justice, 
students at more than 130 universities 
across the nation hold a national day of 
action against the impending war in 
Afghanistan. All major U.S. media - The 
New York Times, USA Today, the 
Washington Post, the Los Angeles 
Times, the Associated Press, and others - 
as well as many local media, cover the 
events across the country. At Wesleyan, 
approximately 350 gather in front of 
North College, where they hear from sev- 


-October 8 - Hundreds of students 
participated in a walkout of classes in 
protest of the beginning of bombing of 
Afghanistan by the United States. Some 
of the students then attended a schedule 
of teach-ins organized by student and lead 
by Wesleyan professors. 

-October 11 - Members of the Queer 
Alliance (QA) chalk the campus for 
National Coming Out Day. One chalk¬ 
ing in front of Beta read "Beta Brothers 
Suck Cock . Some of the chalkings were 
erased, precipitating a debate 
| outside Beta, and later a forum. 

| Middletown Police Officers on 
the scene said that the chalking 
was legal, but that the erasing 
of the chalking was also legal. 
Later, however, a MPD officer 
said, "If it’s not your sidewalk 
don’t write on it." In a stark 
contrast, many chalkings in 
front of DKE were not erased. 

-October 25 — Six hundred 
and eighty-seven students 
attend Take Back the Night. 
Approximately 25 students 
recount their experiences of 
sexual assault. 


eral students, faculty, and Dean Freddye 
Hill. The group then marches to U.S. 
Representative Simmons’ office on Main 
Street to deliver their message. 

-September 22 — USLAC hosts the 
first ever state-wide student-labor 

summit, bringing together approxi¬ 
mately 150 students and workers for a 
day of education and planning action. 

-September 23 - Roughly 350 


correlates the rise in hate crimes in the community with the September 11 attacks. 


Israel perspective. Throughout the year, 
SFI and its counterpart, Students for a 
Free Palestine (SFP), battle fiercely to 
present their views to the campus. 

-September 11 - Campus is shaken by 
terrorist attacks in NYC and Washington. 
A vigil is held in the evening, with hun¬ 
dreds attending. 

-September 13 - Approximately 100 
students meet to discuss a peaceful 


-October 25 - Between 200 
and 300 students and activists 
from across Connecticut partic¬ 
ipate in an un-permitted march 
in Hartford against the war. 
As they snake through down¬ 
town streets towards Senator 
Lieberman’s office, police try 
harder and harder to divert 
the group off the streets and out of down¬ 
town. In the end, pepper spray is fired, 
and police beat one man, a senior citizen 
with asthma, as he is restrained on a side¬ 
walk, breaking at least one rib. Eighteen 
of the demonstrators are arrested, includ¬ 
ing eight Wesleyan students. All are held 
for approximately 24 hours, many were 
charge with felonies. Bails are set as high 
as $50,000. Some of the arrestees go 
through community court, and several 
apply for and are granted, "accelerated 


-April 26- A student is sexually 
assaulted near the Pine Street Dance 
Studios after exiting the Shuttle. 


-May 5- Students organize a speakout 
in response to the sexual assault the previ¬ 
ous week. 


2001-2002 


-Fall - Students for Israel (SFI), a new 
campus group, forms to advocate a pro- 
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rehabilitation". Almost a year later, three 
remain in the legal system, refusing to 
accept a plea bargain. 

-October 30 - After campaigning by 
the Clean Energy Forum, the university 
agrees to buy 10 percent of its electricity 
from a clean energy cooperative. The 
energy is to be used in the Freeman 
Athletic Center. 

-November 6 - Students install a large 
artistic display in the area outside the 
campus center, commenting on the 
increase of incidents of violence and 
hatred on campus since the terrorist 
attacks on September 11th. The installa¬ 
tion includes webs of string to which sten¬ 
ciled clothes are safety pinned, reading 
"question", "thing", and "act". Students 
are encouraged to remove the cloths. 
They become a fixture on bags and back¬ 
packs through the year. 

-November 13 - The American 
Council of Trustees and Alumni, a group 
led partially by Lynne Chenney, issues a 
report entitled: "Defending Civilization: 
How Our Universities Are Failing 
America And What Can Be Done About 
It". Citing quotes from faculty and stu¬ 
dents across the nation, the report claims 
that college campuses are the weak link in 
America’s patriotism. Among those 
implicated are Wesleyan President Doug 
Bennet and junior Sarah Norr. 

-Spring - SFP and SFI each bring 
many big name speakers to campus, 
including Likud Party official Yossi 
Olmert, Columbia Professor Edward 
Said, conservative columnist Daniel Pipes, 
and finally an Israeli soldier who refused 
to fight in the occupied territories. Many 
students on campus becomes divided over 
the Israel/Palestine conflict. 

-January 31 - Students for Campaign 
Finance Reform, a group budding in its 
second year, sends approximately 50 stu¬ 
dents to a protest outside a fundraiser for 
Governor John Rowland. The Wesleyan 
group, later re-named Students for Clean 
Election, leads the way in creating a new 
statewide student coalition to bring public 
financing of campaigns to Connecticut. 

-February 2 — More than 50 students 
travel to New York City to protest the 
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meetings of the World Economic Forum. 
The protests are highly regulated by 
police, who are stationed on every city 
block, including undercover agents 
dressed in ‘activist’ gear. The restriction 
by the New York City Police makes civil 
disobedience actions around the city very 
difficult. 


-February 
26 - 150 stu¬ 
dents rally in 
support of 
dining serv¬ 
ice workers 
in their con¬ 
tract renewal. 
An Aramark 
proposal 
included 
shifting the 
employees to 
a different 
health care 
provider that 
would charge 
a $500 

deductible 
for the sec¬ 
ond and 

third years of 
the contract. 


-March 5 - After extensive negotia¬ 
tions, the union representing approxi¬ 
mately 65 cafeteria workers reaches an 
agreement with Aramark for a new, three- 
year contract. Union members support 
the contract unanimously thanks to the 
removal of the $500 deductible, and only 
small increases in co-pays. 

-Early April - After an extensive cam¬ 
paign by USLAC, Wesleyan joins the 
Workers Rights Consortium (WRC). 
The university accepts a code of conduct 
that will prevent the use of sweatshop 
labor for the production of clothes and 
other goods sold at Atticus. 

-April 9 - An Argus poll reveals that 
32% of students feel the Wesleyan com¬ 
munity is not particularly open to diverse 
viewpoints. In a later Wespeak, one stu¬ 
dent writes, "In my experiences as a mem¬ 
ber of Students For Israel in my first year 
here I feel that I have faced nothing but 
hostility towards and repression of a point 
of view that many people happen not to 
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agree with on campus." 

April 9 - Students for a Free Palestine 
erects an art installation outside the cam¬ 
pus center that represents all of those 
killed in the Middle East in the latest two 
years of violence. 



-April 20 - Approximately 90 students 
travel to Washington, D.C. for a mass day 
of action against the destruction of civil 
liberties and the war in Afghanistan. 
Support of the Palestinian people also 
becomes a main theme of the day, as well 
as the policies of the International 
Monetary Fund and the World Bank, 
who meet on that same weekend. Over 
75,000 people attend a march. 
Approximately 30 students play in a 
samba band, often cited as one of the most 
energetic parts of the day’s events. Many 
students also participate in a queer block 
at the protest. Several students are 
involved in the many-month national 
organizing of the event. 

-August - Mother Jones magazine rec¬ 
ognizes Wesleyan as the number one 
activists campus in the nation for the 
2001-2002 academic year, citing the 
organization of the September 20 national 
day of action. 0 
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Be honest - the cultural offerings 
of Middletown, Connecticut, probably 
weren’t what convinced you to attend 
Wesleyan. In fact, you might have decided 
to come here despite the location. Ok, fine. 
That said, Middletown is actually an inter¬ 
esting place, with a long history, and plenty 
of stuff to do. Sure, there might not be an art 
house theater, lots of boutique stores, or a 
thriving club scene, but then again, you’re 
never far from a decent restaurant, the streets 
are safe, and it’s not New Jersey. Well, 
maybe you like New Jersey, but you get my 
point. Middletown is what you make it - if 
you are stuck on believing that there isn’t 
anything to do here and that it sucks, there 
won’t be and it will. On the other hand, if 
you have an open mind and an appreciation 
of the quirky, Middletown can be a very neat 
place. 

Let’s get one thing straight, before we get 
to anything else. Middletown is neither farm 
country nor a ghetto. Let me say it again - 
Middletown is not rural Those of you that 
think that should go to Maine. Similarly, 
Middletown is not one giant run down 
housing project. Middletown has elements 
of urban and rural locals - barns and high 
rise buildings - but it’s really neither. It’s an 
eclectic mix of both. Get used to it. If that 


your mind, you should really go to a 
BILEGATA workshop. Honestly. 

Back in the day (if by the day we mean 
the 17th and 18th centuries) Middletown 
was a booming shipping port. This was pri¬ 
marily due to its location on a highly naviga¬ 
ble bend on the Connecticut River. 
Middletown merchants were engaged pri¬ 
marily 


link in the rust belt when industry moved 
south (as nearby Meriden did). 

Middletown is currendy in the throes of 
revitalization, although how long it will con¬ 
tinue remains to be seen. New businesses 
have been sprouting up regularly for the past 
ten years, and the community has poured 
much energy and money into renovation of 


trade with the , . 

west indies, Let s get one thing straight before we 
get to anything else. Middletown is 
neither farm country nor a ghetto. 
Let me say it again- Middletown is not 
rural. Those of you who think that 
should go to Maine. 


might recognize something. 
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with some 
voyages to 
locales even 
more distant. 

After the War 
of 1812, 

things started 
to slide. 

Trade became 

more centralized and moved to larger ports. 
Though some Middletown merchants, like 
Samuel Russell (builder of the Philosophy 
Department’s current digs, and opium and 
tea trader par excellence), did manage to 
make money in the shipping business, they 
based their operations elsewhere. Industry 
took off in fits and starts in Middletown, 
and never really established a firm hold. 
Companies came and went as their highly 
specialized products - revolvers, tires, or rub¬ 
ber machine belts, amongst 
others - lost their market 
niche. The steady employers 
became public or semi-public 
institutions - the County 
Superior Court, the 
Connecticut Valley Hospital 
for the Insane (now just 
known as CVH), and 
Wesleyan, among others. 
The lack of an industrial 
boom in Middletown may 
have been a blessing in dis¬ 
guise. There was never a 
boom, therefore there was 
never a bust, and thus 
Middletown never became a 
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public spaces. There’s never been a better 
time to enjoy the Middletown outside of 
Wesleyan’s zip code. Here are some options 
for entertainment, volunteerism, shopping, 
dining, and haircuts (yeah, haircuts). 

Entertainment 

Middlesex County Historical Society 

(151 Main Street) - Okay, so the historical 
society isn’t really a hot night spot, but it is 
an interesting place (and not just because I 
volunteer there). A small fee ($2) is charged 
to tour the Society, which is located in his¬ 
toric Mansfield house along Main Street, 
right between the hardware store and the 
Williams Street park. The current exhibit 
deals with the experiences of Middletown’s 
immigrants - turns out its not just people 
from Melilli, Sicily. For additional informa¬ 
tion contact Di Longley, class of ’82, at 
(860) 346-0746. Hours: Sun. 2:00 p.m. - 
4:30 p.m., Mon. 1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m., or by 
appointment. 

Destinta Theatres - Located between 
Williams and College Streets, just past Main 
St. Destinta offers standard multiplex fare. 
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Avoid the snacks, and always, ALWAYS, 
get the $5 discount tickets available at the 
Campus Center Office (2nd floor) before 
going. They offer a student discount, but it 
only knocks the price down to S7.50. The 
Campus Center tickets are unrestricted, 
usable at any time. The staff seems to disap¬ 
pear after 11pm, so be forewarned that you 
may find yourself alone in the theater after 


hit In-Town, take a left, then take the next 
right. The mansion will be on your left, and 
the park a mile or so after it, also on the left. 

Volunteerism 

The following are just a few suggestions 
to get you started. If you’re really interested 


leading children’s theatre workshops (ages 6- 
20) or participating in youth-appropriate 
productions. There are also sessions which 
deal with special-needs kids. A great way to 
get involved with arts and the community 
simultaneously. (860) 704-0897. 

Shopping 



your movie. 

North End Arts Rising, 

IncVThe Buttonwood Tree (605 
Main Street) - This nonprofit 
arts cooperative in the North 
End serves jazz and folk with its 
used books and art. Basically, it’s 
the center of the non-Wesleyan 
arts scene in Middletown, and is 
worth checking out. They've just 
spent the summer renovating, so 
it should look pretty nice. Their 
schedule is online at 
http://www.buttonwood.org/. 

Miniature Golf - Driving dis¬ 
tance only, sadly. So find that kid 
on your hall with a car and go 
wild! Prehistoric Golf is located 
on Portland-Cobalt Rd. in Portland (860) 
342-3517; AJs Putt Putt can be found at 1 
Lorraine Terrace, in Rockfall, CT (344- 
1926). 

Bowling - Driving distance only, but eas¬ 
ily found on the Berlin Turnpike. For classic 
bowling action I prefer Bowl-O-Rama (143 
Berlin Turnpike, in Newington, CT (860) 
666-5411), but T-Bowl Duckpin Lanes has 
also been recommended. 

Wadsworth Mansion and Wadsworth 
Falls State Park - Formerly the estate of the 
Wadsworth family, it is now a beautiful 
mansion and public park, complete with 
trails, waterfalls, and a small beach. Good for 
a refreshing, if brief, hike. Not a bad place to 
go cross-country skiing when the snow hits. 
To get there, go down Church St. until you 
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in volunteering, visit the Office of 
Community Service at 162 Church St 
(behind Beta), or go to their website at 
http://www.wesleyan.edu/ocs/. 

St Vincent De Paul Place (615 Main 
Street) - This soup kitchen provides 250- 
300 meals per day and serves as a food 
pantry for the Middletown community. 
Contact: Peter Harding at (860) 344-0097. 

Literacy Volunteers of Greater 
Middletown (234 Court St.) - Volunteers 
teach Basic Reading and English as a 
Second Language. For more information, 
call (860) 347-0337. 

Oddfellows Playhouse (62 Washington 
St.) - This nonprofit theatre is always look¬ 
ing for committed volunteers to assist with 
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Goodwill 
Store & 

Donation 
Center (645 
South Main St.) 

- A large and 
well stocked 
selection of used 
clothing. Perfect 
for the poor col¬ 
lege student. 
Within walking 
distance (follow 
High St. all the 
way to the end, 
way past Art 
House and you’ll 
be right behind 
it) but probably 
better if you found someone with a car. 
Donations cheerfully accepted. (860) 347- 
5404. 

Bob’s (343 Main Street) - Your generic 
young adult clothing store. Sometimes it has 
good deals on basic clothing items, but gen¬ 
erally the prices aren’t that special. Tends to 
stay within the realm of the stylish, if not 
completely on the cutting edge. Large shoe 
selection downstairs. 

Peltons Drug Store (Metro Square) - A 
large drug store, offering prescriptions, 
housewares, candy, magazines, photo-pro¬ 
cessing (not as good as Midtown Photo, 
though), and a 10% discount for Wesleyan 
students on the weekends. 

Central News (195 Main Street) - If 
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you’re really into cigar smoke and buying 
magazines without reading them, this is the 
place for you. Very strict no reading before 
purchase policy. Wide selection of periodi¬ 
cals, so if you need a copy of Rapture Watch 
Monthly or Port-a-Potty Digest, this is the 
place for you. 

Middlesex Fruitery (191 Main St., 
between College and Williams) - This tiny 
shop with the odd name carries an outstand¬ 
ing selection of fresh fruits and vegetables, at 
generally reasonable prices (though canned 
and dried goods aren’t so well priced). Don’t 
even think of trying to pick out your own 
fruit, though - the staff will cut you off in 
mid-squeeze of that cantaloupe, and not just 
because of the possibility for immature innu¬ 
endo. Instead just wait for one of the very 
polite and fruit savvy staff to help you select 
what you need. 

Neon Deli (Corner of Vine and Cross 
Streets) - By now you’ve been to Neon, I’m 
sure, but just in case you missed it, you 
should check out this revered institution. Its 
late hours, friendly staff, and good selection 
of sandwiches and other necessities make 
Neon hard to beat. Be warned, folks do 
have a tendency to stop going to campus 
dining once they start eating at Neon. This 
addiction that can be very hard on the wallet. 
But for the occasional relief from Aramark 
fare, it’s a good deal. 


Datura Flower Shop - located in the 
Main St. Mall along with It’s Only Natural, 
Datura is a funky, kooky, and hip florist, if a 
florist can be those things. Be prepared for 
witty banter and loud 80’s sing-alongs when 
ordering. Their work is always beautiful, and 
their prices reasonable. Tarot cards, candles, 
garden balls, and the like are also for sale 
here. 


Thai Gardens (Corner of Main and 
College Streets) - Most of the time the serv¬ 
ice here is horribly slow, and it only gets 
worse during peak times. However, the food 
is quite tasty. Thai dishes, as you would 
imagine, are the specialty. The pad thai is 
highly recommended. 

Mamouns (Main Street) - Cheap, good 
Middle Eastern food. I’d steer clear of most 
of the meat dishes, as they tend to be rather 
fatty and stringy, but the falafels are great. A 
cup of Turkish coffee and a piece of baklava 
round out a meal quite nicely (and no, you 
don’t drink the sludge at the bottom of the 
coffee). T-shirts are for sale for cheap, and, 
occasionally, private belly dance parties are 
offered...take that as you will. Highly rec¬ 
ommended (the restaurant, not the belly 
dance parties). 


Everything a Dollar Plus! (437 Main 
Street, comer of Main and Washington) - 
Satisfy your urge for rampant small goods 
consumerism here. An adventure in the 
tchochke trade. 


El Rancho Restaurant (11 Berlin Rd., 
Cromwell) - Ever get a hankering for some 
good ‘ole Mexican-Italian cuisine? No? 
Well, you still should tiy this quirky place 
just off Rt. 3 in Cromwell. The restaurant is 
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owned by a gentleman of Mexican descent 
who learned to be a chef in Italian restau¬ 
rants. The menu, and the decor, proudly dis¬ 



play this unusual mix. You can order gua- 
camole alongside pasta, finished off with 
some flan and espresso, all while sitting at a 
white linen table cloth listening to Mariachi 
music. Very reasonably priced, and well 
worth the 5 minute drive. 


Fortune Wok (844 Washington St.) - 
The place to go to get your MSG fix. 
They're cheap, and they deliver. (860) 347- 
0885 


Taj of India (170 Main St.) - If an inti¬ 
mate dining experience is what you crave, 
then this is the place. You will be the only 
person in the restaurant no matter time you 
choose to go. A little depressing, its true, but 
they offer a guilt-inducing student discount 
("They can’t possibly afford to do that can 
they?"), and the food is palatable, though 
surely not the apogee of Indian cuisine. 

Tuscany Grill (600 Middlesex Plaza, 
College St.) - Overpriced, loud, and with 
portions that are of truly ridiculous size, 
Tuscany Grill doesn’t have much to recom¬ 
mend it. Go here if every other Italian 
restaurant is booked. 


Amici’s Italian Grill Restaurant (Main 
St.) - Mid-range prices and food of good 
quality. The newest addition to 
Middletown’s cadre of Italian restaurants. 

La Boca (Main St., north of Washington 
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St.) - The long awaited Second Coming of 
a revered Wesleyan hangout (from back in 
the day...ask the alumni) , La Boca offers 
mid-range Mexican food at mid-range 
prices. The bar is well stocked and lively, 


and offers discount price nights (not that 
you’d be going to the bar...). 

Atticus Cafe (54 Broad Street) - Where 
else can you go out for coffee, charge it to 
your student account, and claim the charge 
as books (if anyone asks). The soups are 
good and sandwiches unwieldy, and you’ll 
be eating here at least once this semester. 
Mmm.. .tastes almost like it’s free! 

Giuseppes (Church Street) - Guiseppes 
has good pizza for cheap, and it’s close to 
campus. Sometimes they’ll be nice and 
deliver. Try the snowball pizza. 

Everything Ice Cream (Main Street, 
near Taj) - If you’re up to braving the con¬ 
struction pit immediately in front of the 
shop, Everything Ice Cream can provide a 
nice treat. They have many bizarre flavors 
(Nerds, anyone?), but keep the old standby's 
(no worries, Mint Chocolate Chip will 
always be there). 

Klekolo World Coffee (181 Court 
Street) - The only coffee shop worth men¬ 
tioning, if you can pronounce its name 
(Clay-Ko-Low). They brew up an impres¬ 
sive array of beverages, and will accommo¬ 


date any special requests (soy milk, etc...). 
The place is more of a Middletown high- 
school kid hangout than a college student 
cafe, primarily because of its distance from 
campus. You can buy whole bean coffee (free 


trade and regular) and several brands of tea, 
as well as various caffeine preparation accou¬ 
trements. If you feel like endangering your 
health and enjoy dehydration, try the "747" - 
seven shots of espresso in a large cup of cof¬ 
fee. I had to sign a waiver before they would 
serve me one. 

Japanica II - In my opinion, the best 
Japanese available in Middletown. Decent 
prices, with good sushi selection, as well as 
some options for those not interested in 
sushi The staff is really nice, especially the 
owner. They are very kind to regular cus¬ 
tomers. Plus, they have really neat little 
booths. Try the flaming ice cream. 

Mikado Sushi Bar and Grill (Off Main 
Street, near ION) - a slightly higher priced 
Japanese restaurant. The interior is a bit 
nicer than Japanica, and it is well within 
walking distance from campus. 

It's Only Natural Store and Restaurant 

(Main Street Market) - If you’re vegetarian, 
vegan, or just jonesin’ for some tofu, ION (as 
it’s affectionately known) will cure your fix. 
The menu is fairly static, serving up mostly 
pure vegetarian and vegan fare with the 
occasional fish dish thrown in for good luck 


If you’re of age, their selection of draft beers 
is also quite nice - Magic Hat #9 is a 
favorite. They offer live music once or twice 
a week as well. I recommend sitting inside, 
as the deck dining area has an up close view 
of some natural wonders - Rt. 9 and a park¬ 
ing lot. 

Eli Cannons Tap Room (695 Main 
Street) - A bar with eclectic decor and an 
immense selection of beer. But all of you 
frosh wouldn’t be interested in that, would 
you? Be warned: Eli’s cards frequently and 
harshly, they do not take kindly to fake 
I.D.s. 

O’Rourke’s Diner (728 Main Street) - 
The only Middletown establishment that 
has been featured both in the comic strip 
Zippy the Pinhead and Gourmet Magazine. 
Traditionally, the place to come at 6 in the 
morning (it opens at 5:00 and closes at 2 
p.m. on weekdays, 1 p.m. on weekends), 
after you’ve stayed up all night. A truly 
amazing breakfast experience - the selection 
of omelets is truly breathtaking. 

The Athenian Diner (864 Washington 
Street) - Ahh, Athenian. Better writers than 
I have waxed affectionate about this 24 hour 
diner on Rt. 66, so I won’t try to impart its 
mirrored and purple neon charm in this 
small space. If you’re hungry, and it’s late, 
this is the only place in town to go. No, real¬ 
ly, it’s the only place open. But that necessity 
doesn’t take away from its 
charms... <sigh>.... 

Miscellaneous 

The Friendly Barber (578 Main St.) - 
Yes, he is actually incredibly friendly. This 
may be the only time that the advertising 
doesn’t lie to you, so pay attention. The 
haircuts are reasonably priced ($12, plus tip), 
and the conversation is good. His music 
taste is fairly eclectic, but classy. Definitely 
not a salon, however. 

Russell Library (123 Broad Street, comer 
of Court and Broad) - A great town library 
with a good selection of films and CD’s, in 
addition to the usual offerings. The staff is 
very knowledgeable and friendly. Wesleyan 
students are eligible for a card that has some 
restrictions. Hours: Mon-Thurs., 9 a.m. - 9 
p.m.; Fri., Noon - 9 p.m.; Sat., 9 a.m. - 
5p.m. @ 
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by Gina Z©rzi 


If you were at Wesleyan last semester, 
you may have heard a rumor that Queer 
Alliance was disbanding. And you 
might not have. And you might not 
have been here. So I’ll start at the begin¬ 
ning of what I know. Please 
keep in mind that this The 

is my version of , . ... 

hierarchical nature of 
QA—empowering a few and 
encouraging apathy from the 
many—led many to believe that it 
was an institution whose time 
was over. 


events - every¬ 
one involved 
has their 
own and it 
is perfectly 
natural that 
we all may dis¬ 
agree. 

First off, I will not be 
using "queer" as shorthand for the multi¬ 
plicity of sexualities, genders and identi¬ 
ties that make up our LGBTQQ_com¬ 
munities. To use queer as an umbrella 
term is, in my opinion both alienating 
and disempowering. Queer speaks to a 
certain political oudook based on differ¬ 
ence, sexual dissonance, political dissent 
and recognition of the intersections and 
multiplicities of oppressions and oppres¬ 
sors often referred to as multi-issue poli¬ 
tics. Queer is not a term with which all 
Wesleyan’s LGBTQQ_people identify, 
for a variety of reasons, especially its re- 
appropriation (from the derogatory 
usage) by an elite, white academy. Using 
“queer” to mean all of us tends to erase 
our diversity and ignore the members of 
our communities for which this word is 
alienating. Therefore, while I identify as 
queer and do not question anyone’s right 
to so identify, I will not use it to mean all 
of us. 

When I arrived at Wesleyan, Queer 


Alliance was THE organization to join if 
you were looking for other LGBTQQ_ 
students. If anything happened on cam¬ 
pus involving any kind of LGBTQQ_ 
subject/student/discrimination, the big 
names in QA were called for comment. 
QA had a membership list of over 200 
students and had between 
20 and 50 kids at 
our weekly 
meetings. It 


not only 
fought for 
Q_u e e r 
Studies and 
gender neu¬ 
tral bathrooms, 
chalked, and worked 
with the administration to 
improve Wesleyan for its LGBTQQ_ 
members, it also took responsibility for 
all the social events such as the National 
Coming Out Day party and Queer Prom 
and April’s Queer Awareness Days. 

But Queer Alliance was in a compli¬ 
cated relationship to both the campus 
and it's own interest groups. What had 
started as a radical queer 
political organization 
had become an 
institution and 


as the only 
consistent 
L G B T Q_CL 
organization 

was both expected Wesleyan's campus 

to act and resented for 
acting as an umbrella organiza¬ 
tion for all other groups - like Step One 
(a support group for students questioning 
their sexuality or beginning the process 
of coming out) and (then) GBLOCQ_ 

(Gays, Bisexuals, Lesbians of Color and 


Questioning). 

The conflict between a specific politi¬ 
cal agenda and the multiple politics of 
the communities QA attempted to rep¬ 
resent and serve as well as the increasing¬ 
ly hierarchical nature of the organization 
- empowering a few while encouraging 
apathy and disengagement from the 
many - made Queer Alliance an institu¬ 
tion whose time was over. 

When GBLOCQj-e-established itself 
as Spectrum last year, QA (as an entity, 
not necessarily meaning all its members) 
continued to treat Spectrum as a sub¬ 
group instead of the independent entity 
it is - acting as though Spectrum’s exis¬ 
tence excused QA from dealing with, 
working on, or even recognizing race and 
racial tensions. At the same time, the 
university administration and the greater 
Wesleyan community, as well as QA 
members, gave QA the power to speak 
for all LGBTQdstudents on campus. 
This was an illegitimate power that 
silenced other voices - presenting a 
fa 9 ade of unity and sameness that 
whitened and homogenized the "Queer 
community". 

The institutional¬ 
ization of Queer 
Alliance as an 


Angry, 

confrontational, anti¬ 
establishment politics are 
important and productive, and 
they will continue on 


"umbrella" or 
"THE 
L G B T Q_Q_ 

group" on 
campus also 

made being radically, 
politically queer a require¬ 
ment for belonging to an LGBTQQ_ 
community. This is not to say that QA 
was disbanded because being radical, 
angry, or intimidating is bad. Angry, 
confrontational, anti-establishment poli- 
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tics are important and productive and 
will continue on Wesleyan’s campus. 
Rather, it was the requirement that 
everyone agree with this politics in order 
to feel accepted and welcome that made 
Queer Alliance’s "umbrella" such an 
issue. 

Also at issue in QA was the organiza¬ 
tion’s structure. The role of facilitator 
became increasingly one of leadership 
such that the facilitators determined the 
nature of the group while the members 
simply sat. While leadership made 
many efforts to get more people 
engaged, few members felt the sense of 
ownership necessary to take responsibili¬ 
ty and initiative. 

Given these concerns, the members 
of Queer Alliance voted to disband in 
May 2002 in favor of an alternate vision. 

I want to make clear that Queer Alliance 
disbanded in a moment of incredible 
strength, not weakness. The LGBTQQ_ 
worlds at Wesleyan are vibrant and alive 
and radical queer politics is far from 
dead. Rather the disbanding of QA 
came from the recognition that an 
oppressed minority is still capable of 
oppressing its own. The power the 
Wesleyan community gave QA to speak 
for all LGBTQQFAGBDSM... people 
was illegitimate. In disbanding we gave 
up claim to a power we never had nor 
deserved. (And that no one, in my 
opinion, can have or deserve.) 

The following is a version of this 
vision that I presented to QA when 
motioning for us to disband: 

Replace the central organization with 
a central space. Ground our intersecting 
and divergent groups in a multi-political 
(not apolitical!) location that will facili¬ 
tate communication and interaction as it 
supports our diverse groups, needs and 
views. A community social and organi¬ 
zational space (tentatively titled The 
Common Room and provisionally locat¬ 
ed in Open House) it will be owned by 
all members of our LGBTQQ_commu- 
nities and open for all of us to use. 
Through bulletin boards, the e-mail list, 
weekly or biweekly or monthly town 
meetings we can hopefully form a sense 


of community based on difference and 
multiplicity (yes, very post-modern). 2 
While the Common Room is not yet 
formed - we all need to participate in 
that formation in the coming weeks - the 
energetic multiplicity of the LGBTQQ_ 
communities at Wesleyan is already 
apparent. I had the opportunity to facili¬ 
tate an orientation for LGBTQQ_frosh 
and transfers last week. At the orienta¬ 
tion, each person who was already organ¬ 
izing a group or activity shared their 
plans with new members of our commu¬ 
nity. As I listened I had to laugh - who 
could be worried about this community? 
Without Queer Alliance, many members 
of our communities are stepping up to 
make what they want happen. From 
established groups like Spectrum and 
Step One, newer ones like Flexuality and 
the as yet unnamed radical group, to 
activities like Stonewall Speakers and the 
spaces/communities of Open House and 
The Common Room - the LGBTQQ_ 
world is already taking care of itself. And 


of course...there’s always the homecom¬ 
ing football game. @ 


1 Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, 
Transsexual, Queer, Questioning, 
Flexual, Asexual, Genderfuck, 
Polyamourous, BDSM (bondage/disciple, 
dominance/submission, 
sadism/masochism)... I use this acronym 
to be inclusive of many sexually dissonant 
identities - but then, this is only the 
beginning. I’ll use LGBTQQas short¬ 
hand for the rest of this article. 

^ It is important to point out that a com¬ 
munity does not imply that we all need to 
agree — politically, sexually, or socially - 
we don’t all have to be friends. We do 
however; need to respect each other’s 
right to an opinion different from our 
own. 

See back cover for a list of 
LGBTQQcampus resources! 
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by Marisa La.Scala, 


Jean, Jack, and 
Fuzz try to place 
their orders all at 
the same time. 
When they realize 
that the waiter cannot 
follow them, they stop speaking and start shouting items one 
at a time. They do this in no organized fashion. Jean orders 
her meal, then Fuzz, across from her, asks for a Coke. Jack 
wants pancakes, and Jean adds that she wants a chocolate 
milkshake. Halfway through the process, the waiter constructs 
a simple chart on the pad in front of him. He draws a crude 
seating arrangement to keep track of who ordered what. 
Finally, he leaves and everybody calms down. Jean, Jack, and 
Fuzz begin to wait. 

They like being at the diner, but it isn’t their diner. Some 
day, they will find a place to eat every Friday night, after 
watching a movie at the cinema nearby. The staff will begin to 
recognize them. Later, they will know them by name. Each 
week, they will be escorted to their usual booth by a hostess 
who will ask if they liked that week’s film. Jean, Jack, and 
Fuzz will have a mental list of songs that they always play on 
the small jukebox at the table. They will learn that, for no 
apparent reason, "Run Around Sue" plays significantly louder 
than any other song in the rotation. They will make it a point 
to always play it twice. They won’t even particularly care for 
the song. One day, far in the future, the manager will sit them 
down and sadly tell them that a franchise fast-food restaurant 
is paying him to go under. The manager will be 
sad, but will accept the proposal because he is 
getting older and doesn’t want to work as much, 
or as hard. Jean, Jack, and Fuzz will be devastat¬ 
ed, but resigned, since the manager doesn’t want 
them to put up a fight for his place. They will go 
to their second-favorite restaurant every week 
after the movies, which get more and more 
expensive every time they come home from col¬ 
lege. They will adjust and move on. 

Now, they are only thirteen and go to this 
diner because it’s where Fuzz’s mother agreed to 
drive them. Fuzz has only been "Fuzz" for about 
six months, and he’s still only half-used to 
answering to it. Last year, before the peach inci¬ 
dent, he was just "Matthew." He likes having a nickname, and 
wonders how long people will keep using it. Everyone is 
already forgetting how it started. His parents think the name 
is dumb, and they sometimes call him "Fuzz" derisively. Fuzz 
contemplates having a crush on Jean. He doesn’t think he has 


one, but he can’t account for why they spend so much time 
together. 

Jack gets tired of waiting for the food. He pulls three quarters 
out of his pocket. Fuzz automatically makes a goal with his fin¬ 
gers. Jack precisely slides one quarter between the other two. 
The quarter glides far because the table is clean. Jack and Fuzz 
acknowledge the table conditions with a nod and a surprised 
expression. Jean stares blankly. 

"How do you play?" she says. 

Jack’s response is short and rough. "It’s complicated," is all he 
says. Jack is not used to being friends with girls at all, and has 
more of a tendency to find them bizarre or useless. 

"No it’s not. You have to get a quarter in between my fin¬ 
gers. Jack scores a goal and Fuzz demonstrates as he explains 
the rules to Jean. "First, you put the three quarters together. 
Then you tap them to separate them. Then you slide one quar¬ 
ter through the other two to get a goal. The quarters can’t 
touch, and you can’t go in not-straight fines." Jean comprehends 
the instructions, but Fuzz and Jack take turns and she never gets 
to play. Her milkshake arrives and she forgets the game. Jean 
feels mature having two male friends. She knows, from watching 
the WB and other teen programming, that every group of friends 
will have two males, two females, and one homosexual. Then 
they will have zany and melodramatic adventures (possibly 
involving vampires). In high school, she will fall in love with 
someone whom she will never get to date. She will pine away, 
season after season, while he dates all of her close friends. 
Finally, they will share an emotionally intense moment, either in 
a snowed-in cabin or 
outside during a rain¬ 
storm. The situation 
will resolve. It won’t 
matter anyway, since 
she, her love interest, 
and her friends will be 
leaving for college. 
They will all go to col¬ 
lege in the same city, 
possibly even to the 
same college. They will 
continue to have zany 
and melodramatic 
adventures. All their 
serious conversations will start, "This isn’t high school anymore, 
this is college." 

"Hey Jean, why do you need a purse?" Jack asks. 

"It’s where I keep my stuff." 

"Why can’t you put it in your pocket?" 
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"My wallet is too big." She mentally begs him not to ask 
about tampons. She didn’t even have any with her, but she knew 
the mere mention of them would be too embarrassing. 

Jack likes embarrassing girls. It’s a habit he will continue all 
through high school, after he stops finding girls annoying and 
starts finding them attractive. He will clown around 
because he knows that being rude (but funny) 
will get girls to talk about him when he’s 
not there. He will adore the attention 
and love being the mysterious subject 
of girl-talk. Secretly, the girls will 
want Jack to mildly harass them. Jack 
will join the swim team. He will grow 
tall, and all of his muscles will be toned 
without being too big. The girls will 


Fuzz 

contemplates having a 
crush on Jean. He doesn't 
think he has one, but he can't 
account for why they spend 
so much time together. 


want attention from him, even if it’s negative 
attention. There will be one girl who will transfer 
to Jack’s school in tenth grade and never find him funny. Jack 
will try harder and harder to impress her. He will justify wasting 
time and effort on her by falling in love with her. It will be the 
most intense crush of Jack’s high school fife. It will last two 
weeks. She will ultimately date a boy who will read books about 
dragons and who will play chess during his lunch period. Jack 
will be depressed until Lara, the captain of the junior varsity soc¬ 
cer team, asks him on a date. He will agree, and learn to love the 
way she snorts when she laughs. They will become boyfriend 
and girlfriend officially on June 7, 2005 during an awkward con¬ 
versation in Lara’s basement. 

Afterward, they will split a 
cheese pizza, and date happily for 
the rest of high school. Jack will 
stop teasing other girls, but every 
once in a while he will take 
advantage of an opportunity to 
make Lara blush. 

Fuzz looks at Jack, who is still 
asking Jean derisive questions. 

Fuzz doesn’t care about her purse 
and concentrates on scoring 
another quarter-goal. He pushes 
too hard and the quarter flies off 
the table. They all panic because 
if the quarter continues on the 
same trajectory it will hit the old 
couple in the next booth. It is a 

near-miss. Jean leans down to pick it up while Jack continues to 
mock her without being mean-spirited. 

"What’s in your wallet that makes it so big? You see, we’re 
both doing the same thing tonight, right? It’s not like you’re 
going camping straight after this, right? So we need the same 
amount of stuff. But I can fit everything in my slim little wallet," 
he pulls out his wallet as a visual aid, "and you have to take a 
bulky purse with you." 

"Girls need more, it’s a fact." Jean is slightly hurt. Her purse 
is a designer knock-off, and she thought it made her look older 
and more urbane. 

"What else do you need?" 

"Well," she opens her purse, proud of its contents. "I have 



lipstick." Again, she swells with pride. Lipstick is still a novelty 
for her. She still puts on too much before she goes to school, 
and her mother has to blot some off with a tissue as she runs out 
the door. Jean complains, but knows it looks better. 

Jack grabs the tube of lipstick. He looks at the sticker at the 
bottom. "Primrose, I see," he says, using a quasi-sci- 
entific tone of voice. "It’s good for you. 
Brings out the color in your eyes." Fuzz 
giggles. 

Jean, in return, takes Jack’s wallet 
off the table. "Your wallet doesn’t 
even have a place for change! That’s 
why it’s so thin. Mine’s thicker, but 
at least all of my money is in the same 
place! What do you do with your 
change?" 

"Well, I got these quarters from my pocket." 

He points to the game that is still progressing on the table. 
It’s Fuzz’s turn again. He takes his time because he is more 
invested in the game and less in the argument about Jean’s purse. 

Fuzz will never care about anything that makes Jean feminine. 
He will scoff at her makeup, tell her not to talk about clothing 
sales, and tease her if she wears dresses or skirts. As a result, 
they will be best friends all through high school. They will be 
mistaken for boyfriend and girlfriend wherever they go. Those 
who know they’re not dating will assume they’re brother and sis¬ 
ter. Jean will still call him "Fuzz" long after everyone reverts to 
calling him "Matt." Fuzz will not 
be active in sports. He will read 
comic books and attempt to write 
his own. He will create excellent 
superheroes but will never be able 
to get the character designs right. 
All of the muscles will look too 
small. After a while he notices 
that everybody he draws vaguely 
resembles Jack. Fuzz will drag 
Jean and Jack to at least one 
movie every weekend. Jack will 
go when he doesn’t have swim 
practice. Jean will be persuaded, 
week after week, with the prom¬ 
ise of Swedish Fish. Fuzz will 
buy her the kind that has many 
flavors since she doesn’t like eat¬ 
ing just the red ones. He will give her a bag of Assorted Flavor 
Swedish Fish on her birthday, every birthday, until they are old. 

Jack misses the goal this time. The quarter hits Fuzz in the 
chest. He pretends the impact forces his body to slam into the 
back of the booth. Jean giggles. She enjoys their antics. For her 
benefit, Fuzz makes a pained expression that suddenly jolts into 
happiness. 

"Look, here comes our food!" 

They are unimpressed that the waiter remembers who ordered 
which items, and do not notice that he is consulting the chart he 
created earlier. Instead, they hastily grab their platters from the 
waiter’s hands. They eat and gossip about classmates until Jean’s 
mom comes to pick them up and take them home. 0 
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